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HoN. A. B. IiIDSON: I think hon.
niemoers are in favour of the principle.

Ro.y. F. WiFirCOMBE: Well, we shall
see.

lloN. A. B3. NIDSON: Hon. members
ca~n alter the clauses in any way they
think fit. I beg- them to support the
second reading of the Bill, and confer a
boon on a large section of the community.

Question-that the Bill be read a
second time-put, and division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes ... ... ...
Noes ... ... .

... .. .. ..

... .. .. .. S

A tie ... ... ... ... ... ... 0
Ayes. Noes.

Hon. R Briggs H{on. R. G. Buras
Romt D. K. Congdon Hon. F. T. Crowder
Ron. J. Wi. Hackett Hon. C. E. Demnpster
Ron. A. G. Jenkins Hon. R. S.Haynea
Hon. A. P. Mothessn Ron. W.. T. Loton
Hon. G. Randall Ron. C. A. Fiess
Hon. F. M. Stone Hon. F. Whitcoube
Hon. A. B. Kidsnn Hon. E. AMoLarty

(Teller). (Teller).
Tnx PRESIDENT: There being a tie,

I will give my casting- vote for the ayes,
so as to allow of further discussion.

Amendment thus negatived by the cast-
in- vote, and the motion passed.

Bill read a, second time.

SUPPLY (REVENUE AND LOANS) 1;
Received from the Legislative Assema-

bly, and, on the motion of the COLONIAL
SECsrEAar, read a first time.

SHIPPING CASUALTIES INOUIRY BILL.
Received from the Le gislative Assein-

liy, and, on the motion of the COLONIAL
SECRETrARY, rend a first time.

CROWN SUITS BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assem-

bly-, and, on tbhe motion of the COLONIALn
SECRETARY, read a first time.

INTERPRETATION BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assent-

biy, and, on the motion. of the COLONIAL
Smecnnar, read a. first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6.35 p.m. until

the next day.

Jtgia1attibt Asstmhbg,
Tuesday, 26th July, 139s.

Papers Presented--Question : Electric Light
for South Quay, Frerantie-elect Com-
mittee on Assembly Buildings (additional),
Report presented - Motion (urgency) :
Government Defeat on Policy, and the
Constitutional Usage--S p ply (temporary),
Ways and M6eans--Supp ly (Revenue and
Loans) Bill, £850,000; all stages-Crown
Suits Bill, third rending-Jury Bill, in
Committee-Land Bill, seond reading
(moved)-'Motion: Return showing Export
of Coin-Mlotion: Customs Report, sup-
plemenar-Mlotion: Coolgardie Water
Supply Scheme; to construct and manage
by Private Enterprise (debate adjourned)-
Adjournment.

THE SP'EAKER took the chair at 4.30
p.m.

PRAimaS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Paxns: Agricultural Bank,

Report for 1897-8 ; Postmaster General's
Report for 1897 ; Fremnantle Lunatic Asy-
lum, Report of Inquiry into alleged ill-
treatmient of patients.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION: ELECTRIC LIGHT FOR
SOUTH QUAY, FREMANTLE.

Ma. HIGHAM asked the Commissioner
of Railways:--(1) When it was intended
to extend the electric light service along
the South Quay. (2) Whether in view of
the increasing traffic to and from this
quay, and the practice of passenger
steamers arriving at and departing from
this quay after sundown, the urgent neces-
Pity for this lighting wvas recognised.

T"Em COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied: -(1)
The preparation of an estimate for the ex-
tension of the electric light service along
the South Quay, with a provision for 12
arc lamps, is now in hand, and when funds
are provided the work wvill be commenced.
(2) Yea

SELECT COMAMITTEE ON ASSEMBLY
BUILDINGS (ADDITIONAL), REPORT.
Hox. F. H. PiEssE brought up the re-

port of the Select Committee on the ques-
tion of providing temporary additional
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Accommodation in connection with
Legislative Assembly buildings.

Report received, and ordered t
printed.

the

a be

MOTION (URGENCY): GOVERNMENT
DEFEAT ON POLICY, AND THE

CONSTITUTIONAL'USAGE.1
MR. LEAKE (Albany): It is my) inten-

tion, before I sit down, to move the ad-
jouirnment, of the House; and I shall do go
with the idea of obtaining certain infor-
mation, and also obtaining the opinion of
this Parliament, upon what seems to me
to bie a most important constitutional
question. This is a matter of considerable
urgency, for we are face to fate now with a,
position in which the Administration find
themselves, owing to their recent defeat
upon an important clause in the Educa-
tion Bill; and inasmuch As we are creat-
ing precedents, not only for ourselves but
for the guidance of future Governments
and future Parliaments, I appeal to the
right hon. gentleman opposite to explain
to this House why he has assumed the re-
sponsibility of taking up what is an abso-
lutely untenable and unconstitUtional
position. A vital principle in the Edu-
cation Bill was rejected in this House.
The Government expressed their inten-
tion, and made the attempt, to reinstate
that vital principle ; and, on the Inatter
going to A. division, they were defeated
by a majority of 8. If the principles of
Responsible Government are to be re-
garded, I ask the Halls? how are those
principles recognised hr the present Ad-
ministration? And it is important, as a
matter of precedent, to know wvhether
those principles of Responsible Govern-
mient, as recognised not only by the Bri-
tish but also the colonial constitutions.
are to be followed in this Rouse. I shall
therefore ak the right hon. gentlean
to inform the House why he has adopted
this most unconstitutional proceeding. I
move that the House do now adjourn.

MR. ILLuNoWORil: I second that.
Tn PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-

rest): I think that a motion of this sort,
coming from the hon. member who leads
the Opposition in this House, is entitled
to all resuect ad courtesy from me, and
therefore I rise at once to answer the hon.
member. If this motion had net come
from the leader of the Onnosition, I should

treat it with the contempt which I think
the motion deserves. The hon. member
knows very wveil that the clause which, he
refers to was not a vital principle con-
nected with the Education Bill; that it
was not a vital principle while the Bill
was under consideration in this House.
Otherwise, the Government would have-
taken some means to have informed their
supporters of the great importance they
attached to a vote on the question. Was
it ever heard of, in a country of constitu
tional government, that a~ clause should
be considered one of vital principle, and
that the Government should take no step
whatever to induce their supporters to
give adherence to it? More than that,
the hon. member knows very wvell that he
himself moved An amendment to the
clause, his amendment being Almost, if
not altogether, the same as the clause
that was rejected by this House, The
hon. member, w'hen hie came to me, Asked
me to supoort his clause As one that would
be supported by the House, and in that
way he said we could get rid of the diffi-
culty. Yet the hon. member to-day has
the effrontery to get up in his place and
tell us that we ought to resign our posi-
tions, because a clause which wvas parallel
to his clause, which he Asked my adher-
ence to, was rejected by this Rouse. If
effrontery could go further, then T
think it would he difficult to (10 so.
The hon. member maust know, for he is
nt a novice in legal l)IsinewS. and is A
disting-uished nie',jier of thc bar of this
colony-he must know wvell how he car.
prevent the Government from continuing
in office for one moment longer than he
deq.ire . He has only to let a inaioritv in
this House at his hack to do, thq t. But
the hon. member knows very well that he
haq not a majority in this House. He
knows very well that the parties in this
Houme are As .30 to 13.

Ma. SIMTPSON :We were 20 to 12 wzninst
.von. the other nia-ht.

THE PREMIER: I say that the oarties
in this House are 30 to 1.3, both now and
as we carne from the country twelve
months ago. I mietit make the flzures
worse than that. In his desire to get
Possession of these bencese. byt hook or
hr crook. by misrepresentation or other-
wise, by Arrogance or otherwise, the bon.
member does not care what. measures he
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uses--in fact, he said so the other night.
I tell him the way to get possession of the
Government benches, the safe and sure
passport, the "open sesame" which will
place him in the position which he de-
sires is to get a majority in this House,
and then he can take possession of these
(the Treasury) seate; but, till then,
he must be content to remain where
he is. I will not resign. I have
no intention of resigning ; and my
.answer to the hom. member is that the
majority in this House is sty justification.
If the hon. member thinks it otherwise,
let him move a direct motion that this
House has no further confidence, in the
Government. I will give him every 01)-
portunity of moving it, and of dealing with
it in any way he likes,

Tim SPEAKER: The question is that the
House do now adjourn.

MR. SIMPSON (Geraldton): I think
that, in a great constitutional question
connected with Responsible Government
in Australia, it would have been well if
the Premier had omitted to indulge, in
any personal abuse of the member for
Albany CMr. Leake). It is eight years
ago since the colony was entrusted
with Responsible Governent, and
since we were allowed to guide our
course by the precedents, the history and
the traditions of Parliamentary Govern-
mnent, as administered in Great Britain.
The position of the Administration in
this colony at the present time is that
their address to the Governor wee, defeated
in another House. Then, the first Govern-
ment, measure in this House was wvith-
drawvn. Subsequently, a, vote of confid-
ence was called for in this House, and was
carried by a majority of six, consisting of
the memb ers of the Executive sitting in
this Chamber. Then, a measure embody-
ing prinrirlog liat have 1lternmicd the
fate of Ministries for the last 215 yenrs in
Australia was introduced into this Chain-
her, and was ignominiously counted out-
the most disreputable fate that could as-
sail any Government measure.

MR. A. FOansar: Who did that? Your-
self!1

Mn. SIMPSON: Even the Government
whip, I learn, is unaware of the fundar
mental principle that it is the absolute
duty of the Government of the day to
keep a quorum in. the House, on Govern-

mnent nights. One of the most important
measures in connection with the working
of Responsible Government was igno-
miniously counted out. After the Pre-
mier had been waited on by several depu-
tations on the subject, it was determined,
as the result of a, Cabinet meeting, to ask
leave of the House to re-insert the clause
in the Education Bill, embodying a prin-
ciple which the House had rejected. I
ani compelled to say that the Premier is
andea~vouring to mislead Parliament when
he comes here and, with his exact know-
ledge of Australian history and the his-
tory of the education question in Aus-
tralia, suggests that the inclusion of this
clause was not a vital point. I challenge
the Premier to produce any constitu-
tional authority, either May or Todd, or
any authority in Canada, or Australia,
which does not positively assert that one
of the very fundamental principles of Rle-
sponsible, Government is that a Minister
must resign under such circumstances.
In fact, the words used by one of the
authorities are: "It is impossible for a
Government to hold office otter defeat
on a vital principle in a Government
Measure." So that the question turns
on the pivot whether this is a vital ques-
tion. I appeal to members of this House
fresh from the hustings: I% it a vita!
p~rinciple in the mind of the public to-
day 7 Surely the answer to that question
'vas the vote of the House the other night.
In view of the fact that it wvan a test ques-
tion at the hustings, and in view of the
endeavour made by the Administration
to re-insert the clause embodying this
principle in the Education Bill, I assert
that the Government ought most unques-
tionably to resign. The Premier can pro-
dune no, authority, no history, no -rece-
dent in Australia in connection with this
point which admits of a. Ministry continu-
ing to hold office, after so ig~noble a. defeat
as the Government have sustained during
the current session. This is beyond
the mere question whether the Premier
or the member for Albany should be in
office. It is a question which concer-ns
the inte-rity of Parliament. It is a ques-
tion which concerns the fate of Eespon-
Rible Government in Western Australia.
It is Ra question which has to, do with
whether we should be faithful or unfaith,
ful to the traditions associated with Par-

Constit7dional Usage.[ASSEAIBLY.]
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liamentary Government in these colonies.
Suppose we had a corrupt Treasurer in
office to-morrow, and he was in posses-
sion of three months' supplies, which is,
roughly speaking, the amount that. this
Government asked for the other night.
That Treasurer, supported by his Mini-
sters, could sit in, office for three mnonths,
even if he were defeated by 55 to 5i every
nigrht.

TBs Panm: Not if a no-confidence
mot-ion were passed.

MR. SIMPSON: If the Treasurer had
three months' supplies, he and his Minis-
try could remain in office, whatever vote
might be taken.

TaE Paaaint: You are misleading the
House, this time. Such a Minister would
be dismissed by the Governor.

Ma. SIMPSON: I cant give an instance
in which a. Ministry has retained office
after a direct vote of want of confidence,
and absolutely without a majority. Suich
an instance occurred 60 years ago.

Tim PREMIER: OhlI
Mn. SIMPSON: It was the case of Lord

Melbourne, when the Queen emuie to the
throne.

Tus PnnMIaa: After a, vote of want of
confidence, a Government never retains
offic.

Ma. SIMPSON: During the last 60
years, there have only been two votes of
want of confidence in the British Parlia-
n'ent. The system. hats fallen into dimu-
etude. Supposinr this question hod
devolved into one of want of confidence,
what. is ait issue is not the confidence of
the House in the Government or in the
Administration as a whole. That is be-
side the question. I am speaking of
grave issues in connection with this miat-
ter, and I assert that there is no parallel
in history, nor in any Parliamient in Aus-
tralia., which exhibits such a. direct and]
distinct determiination. to pay no regard
whatever to traditions, and to, what are
practically the institutions of Responsible
Government, as has been done by the
Premier. May I suggest to the Premier
that he holds a higher position in connec-
tion with this matter than that which any
member of this House is perhaps ever
likely to hold: he holds the great posi-
tion of Privy Councillor to the Queen.
Suppose a question parallel to this were
referred to him, as one of Her Majesty's

Privy Councillors-how could lie decide
it without due regard to the precedents
that haye grown up in Australia'l The
question be has to decide now is not
whether he shall hold office, but whether
he will be true to the traditions of Re-
sponsible Government:- and I say that the
position is unprecedented. After con-
sulting the highest constitutional autho-
rities, I assert beyond any doubt that the
position assumed by the Opposition in
connection with this question is unassail-
able, and it is one that requires careful
consideration in connection with the fu-
ture administration of Responsible Gov-
ernmient in this colony.

MR. ILLINGWVORTHE (Central Murchi-
son): I very much regret the circumn-
stances which have led to this question
being brought forward. The House will
realise that the member who brings this
question before the House has no desire,
and that there can be no desire or expecta-
ticn in the minds of other members on this
(the Opposition) side of the House, to
affect the Governent in their positions
in any waty whatever. The Premier asks,
what is the idea in. moving this motionI
The idea, is that, in a, colony which is shap-
ing its constitutional practice, it is of the
very highest importance that the prin-
ciples of constitutional goverarnent should
be followed find completely observed on
all occasions. If any occasion should arise
in which any departure should be made
from the strictest constitutional practice,
it is of the gravest imrportance that notice
should be given of it, and that the reasons
for the departure, should be noted in
Hansard. Special reasons should be
griven by the Government, anid by their
supporters, for their action in deciding to
carry on, after the vote which has recently
been taken. I submit that in no Patrlie-
ment. known to our British constitution
could it be possible for a Government to
retain office without an explanation, under
the circumstances which chiaracterise the
present situation. 1 have no doubt that
the Government supporters have the most
bill and complete reasons to satisfy themn-
selves for retaining the Government in
power under aill the circumstances.
These reasons may be convincing4 to hon.
members who sit on the Government side.
It is a most dangerous thing that we de-
part from the practice which obtains
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under the British constitution, and we
ought not to do so without the very
gravest of reasons. I contend that not
only the Premier, but also the leader cf
the Opposition, who- are the two members
in this House responsible esoecially for
the action which should be taken on this
occasion, would have been failing in their
duty if they had not stated, and if Han-
sard had not recorded, in the ekbarest pos-
sible way, the fact that a departure was
being taken against constitutional prac-
tice, and that the reasons for doing so
should be noted. Uip to date, we have
had no reasons whatever why that depar-
ture is being, taken. No reason has comie
from the Premier as to why he has taken
a most peculiar aind unconstitutional posi-
tion. It would be begging the question
to argue as to whether this is or is not a
constitutional question, for it is impossible
for anyone who, knows anything about
constitutional law or practice, or will re-
fe1- to any constitutional authority, to say
tlu'.t this is not a constitutional question.

Tim PREMIER: What I said was;- I did
not consider the clause a vital principle of
the Bill.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: The right hen.
gentleman must know that a Ministry fel
not long ago in the British Parliament.
On A motion of exactly the same kind ;
and if the question there was, sufficiently
vital in itself to w'reck a British Ministry,
surely the right hon. gentleman cannot
say this is not a constitutional question.
There are always reasons sufficient, in
every community, for a departure from
constitutional law. Lord Melbourne held
office in England when he was in a mino-
ritv - Sir Robert Peel did the smne thing;
and Lord Palmerston did the same. But
it is a very different thing for the British
Premier, with Lhe Queen on the throne
immediately behind him, to take the ye-
ponsibility of departfing from constitu-
tionatl practice, as compared with what it
is for the Premier of at colony to
tako that step: and the responsibility
which the right hon. gentleman is taking?
is great. I have no doubt he will he-
Wbe to satisfy the majority of this House.
because we have found it is only neces-
siary for the Premier to say a thing in qin
earnest and sincere mamer. and that as-
surance is sufficient to convince a majority
in this House. That has always been so,

and we must admit that the supporters of
therighthon. gentleman may be convinced
that he is taking a. course ;vhich is neces-
sary for the best interests of the country.
I grive, them credit for believing so; but I
do say it is of the highest importance that
"-e should have right government, that
thisN question shall not be passed un-
noticed, and that it shall not be held lip.
perhaps when we are forgotten, ats a
precedent that the first Parliament under
its first Premier, under a Premier who was
a Privy Councillor, should depart dis-
tinctly from. the constitutional practice
which has been recognised by every a utho-
rity and adopted by every British Parlia-
inent in the Australian colonies and else-
where. Of course there are reasons, and
these are doubtldss satisfactory to the
majority of tinembers wvho support the
Government. All that a minority can do
under such circumstances is to enter its
protest, and to call its attention to the
departure; leaving the responsibility for
it to the Ministers w ho initiated i t, a nd t o
thc members who support it.

lbsi. Hf. W. VENN (Wellington): I
hardly think that members of this House
anticipated a discussion of this sort : and
hadI the hon. member who has mioved this
uiotion. given some intimation or notice
to the House before so doing, we should
have had a& most intelligent and interest-
ing- discussion on the points raised by
him. As a matter of fact, I do not
think the Premier, or the nicinbers
sitting behind him, or the members
on the Opposition side of the House,
would for a. moment countenance any
deviation from the proper constitui-
tional course. if there had been any de-
vition whatever from the constitutional
Iprocedure aind constitutional law, I think
the Premier would have been the very first
to recogniise, that departure : and, if lie
had not done so, certainly nmnny mnembers
on this (the Government) side of the
House would have, done so, amuongst themi
myself. I contend that the 1)remises
ra ised by the hon. m em ber for Al batny are
wrong in the first particular, inasmuch as,
the point in question, as to the inser-tion
of the clause in the Education Bill, "-as.
not a vital principle of the Bill.

Ma. TLLIGwoaTII I t wvas the vital
principle.

[ASSEMBLY.] Constitutional Usage.
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HON. H.L W. VEN'N: As to being the
vital principle, that is out of the ques-
tion : and, looking at the Bill as a. whole,
I do not think the particular clause can be
recognised as a vital principle. it was
not recognised as such at the first, as the
Bill was really one for consolidating the
law on the subject of public education.

MR. SIMPSON: Should the State teach
religion in the public schools? Is not that
a vital principle?

HON. H. W. VENN: I will not enter at
length on a, question of religion and theo-
logy.

MR. . FORREST: The Opposition want
billet&. Is not that itI

HON. H, W. VENN: I do think it is
a mistake, upon this question., to interject
remarks, or do anything but speak
directly to the subject. I would have liked
the right hon. gentleman to deal with the
matter in a different way from that in
which he has dealt with it. This question
could have been dealt wvith in a& manner
more satisfactory to the House ats a, whole,
or in a. more pleasing manner, because
the right hon. gentleman's reply was so
easy and so clear, if he had only said
that the pri~ciple was not recog-
nised by the Government nor by
the House as a6 vital principle of
the Bill. Therefore, if that is admitted,
the question of constitutional law is then
beside the issue, It certainly was not'
given out by the Premier, nor was it re-
cognised by members during the debate,
that the particular clause contained a vital
principle. Therefore, although the ques-
tion raised by this motion is an interest-
ing one, still it would have been better if
the member for Albany had given notice,
so that we could have addressed ourselves
to the subject with more consideration. I
do not think there has been any departure
from constitutional law in- any way. It is
probable the member for Albany will. have
many opportunities for dealing with con-
stitutional law, before the session ends.

Maf. L7EAXE (in reply) : If no other hon.
member desires to speak, I will endeavour
to put myself right with this Assembly,
and to assure hon. m embers that my desire
was, and is, to, treat this question purely
from the constitutional point of view. I
appeal to hon. members to Say whether,
in my observations, any remark of mine
justified the Premier in treating my. ob-

aervations in the way he did. Why
should he tell me, in one breath, that this
question was entitled to respect, and then
in the next breath say that he would treat
it with the contempt it deservedI Why
should he, upon an important question
like this, accuse me of effrontery, of mis-
representation, and of arrogance? Is
that language dignified? Is it justified, in
the circumstances? It certainly does not
hurt me; but I do think it degrades the
high public position which the right hon.
gentleman occupies, and I am glad to
think his observations will be printed in
the newspapers. All I desire to do is to
put this question before the Housa If
I pm wrong, no more need be said; but,
if I am right, it is well worthy of consid-
eration. What I fear is that Parliament
may be degraded in the eyes of the public
and of our neighbours, unless we govern
by the strict constitutional principles, and
unless we go along the ordinary constitu-
tional groove. It is not fair, it is not
right, that when we discuss a question
like this we should be accused, either by
the Government or its supporters, 61 sek-
ing billets. However, I do not care to
notice the intensely impudent vulgarity
of some gentlemen who occupy seats in
this House.

THE SPEAKER: I do not think the hon.
member Should make ue of such an ex-
pression as that.

Tum Pnnxn:R Hear, hear.
Ma. LEAKtE: May I withdraw the ex-

pression?7
Tim SPEAKER: You ought to withdroxw

it.
Mn. LEAXE: I1 desire to, do so. I will

not notice any offensive expressions which
may be levelled against me. I can assure
the House that I have brought this ques-
tion forward with the idea of raising a
constitutional issue; and it is curious to
note how little support the Premier bas
had from those on his side of the [louse
who might be assumed to know something
of the subject. under discussion.

Question-that the House do now ad-
journ-put and negatived.

SUPPLY (TEMPORARY).
WAYS AND MEAVS.

Consideration of the Governor'st mes-
sage, relating to Supply Bill, was resumed
in Committee of Ways and Means.
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Resolution (moved at previous sitting)
reported, and report adopted.

SUPPLY (REVENUE AND LOANS) BILL,
£850,000.

Introduced by the Pasunsa, in accord-
ance with foregoing resolutions, and read
afirst time.

Bill passed through remaining stages,
without debate or amendment, and trans-
mitted to the Legislative Council.

CROWN SUMT BILL.
Read a third tim% and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

JURY BILL.

INI COMMITTED.

Clauses 1 to 5, inclusive--agreed to.Clause 6--Qualification and liability to
serve as special jurors:

SiR JAMES G. LEE STERRE- The
wordsj "who is anl esquire or of higher
degree, or is," in lines 3 and 4 of sub-
clause 1, should be struck out At the
present time these words were certainly
an anarchronism, and he feared that, if
they were allowed to rermain, the Attor-
ney General would find it very difficult to
get a, special jury, as almost everyone
now-a~daya called himself an esquire.

TfiB ATTrORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
W, Pennefather) moved as an amend-
ment, that the words, "an esquire or of
higher degree, or is," in lines 3 and 4, be
struok out.

Put and paused, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 7 to 13, inclusive--agreed to.
Clams. 14-Transiion of lists to

sheriff, -who is to transcribe them into the
jurors' book:

Mat. LEA-KE: Why should the original
lists be transmitted to the sheriff I Why
should not a copy be sent,, and the origi-
nals retained, in the case of such places as
Roebourne, for instance?

T HE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The rea-
son was that in outlying places there, was
a great liability to fire, and the oriszinal
records, if kept there, would be in danger
of destruction.

Put and passed.
Clauses 15 to 27, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 28-Striking of special and corn-

mon juries:

MR. LEAKE: Would the Attorney
General note, with regard to this and the
next following clause, that only the exact
number of jurors was summoned. When
the day of trial came, the full number
might not be present, Suppose one, in
the meantime, fell ill, as often happened,
or had to go away, it would be oten to
either party to object to trial with less
than the full number.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Clause
33 provided that., in such case, either
party might pray a tales, and any person
then in court might be summoned to
make up the full number.

MR. LEAKE: That was not a satisfac-
tory procedure in civil suits, and it wag
hardly ever resorted to in criminal cases.

TDm ATTORNEY GENERAL:, If extra
jurors were summoned, the litigant who
undertook to do so in a, civil case would
have to pay for them, although the extra
jurors might not be required.

MR. LEAKE: That practice obtained
now. There was a margin of four, under
the present law. If, however, the full
number required to try the case was not
present, the other suitor could object, and
there must then be an adjournment
He, would not press the point, but it was
worthy of attention.

Put and passed.
Clauses 29 to 32, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 33-Paying a. tales:
Mn. bRAKE: The Attorney General

would do well to draw attention to such
new clauses as were inserted by the Select
Comm ittee, for the purpose of explain-
ing them to the Rouse. He (Mr. Leake)
had only read the draft Bill, and had not
had time to examine the reprinted Bill,
which had just been put in his hands.

T"a ATTORNEY GENERAL:- The
clauses inserted by the Select Committee
were at the end of the Bill, and were men-
tioned in the Committees report, which
had been laid on the table.

Put. and passed.
Clause 34-agreed to.
Clause 35-Payment and jouarney money

of certain jurors:
Mit. LEKKE: Was it wise to give a

juror the mileage both ways? Under the
last sub-clause, it appeared as if a shilling
a mile both ways could be charged.

THE ATT'ORNEY GENERAL: The
first-class return fare was "from the rail-

[ASSEMBLY.] in Ooininittee.

I



Jnr Bil: 26 ULY 188.)in Committee. 627

way station nearest his residence" to the
court ; and the further sum of a shilling
a mile was "for so much of the distance
between his residence and the court as no
railway station was available for."

Mt. SOLOMON: Was there no provi-
sion for allowing for the distance between
a man's house and a, railway station?

Tn ATTOIIWEY GENERAL: That
wvas provided for.

Put aind mased.
Clauses 36 to 43, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 44-Verdict of two-thirds mnajo-

rity in 'civil eases:
T Hm ATTORNEJY GENERAL; This

clause contained one of the new provisions
to which he had referred when introducing
the Bill. The verdict of a two-thirds ma-
jority of the jury might be taken in a
civil action) when the jury had been
locked up for three hours without coming,
to an ag.reement. The other provision
contained in Clause 43 was with regard
ta the right of the jury to fire and re-
freshment.

MAf. LEAKtE: This clause ought not to
be allowed to pass without. full considera-
tion, as it proposed to entirely alter the
mode of trial by jury. At present, a
jury's verdict must be unanimous; but
here was a. proposal that, even on the first
trial of an action, the jury, without making
any attempt to arrive at a. unanimous ver-
dict, might deliver the verdict of a mia-
jority of two-thirds, which would be
deemed to he the verdict of the jury.
The majority vote might perhaps be de-
sirable, in certain conditions; but one of
these conditions should be that a previous
jury had failed to bring in a. unanimous
verdict. The knowledge that finality
could be obtained later by the majority
vote of a jury at the second trial would
perhaps frequently induce the first jury
to come to a, unanimous decision. This
was a weapon which might cut both ways;
and he urged the Government to consider
how the provision might affect cases
which the Crown itself igaht have
before juries in the Supreme Court.
If the Government had three or four
friends on the jury -he wished it to he
distinctly understood he was not using
this expression in an offensive sense, or
questioning the integrity of jurors-but
assuming the Government to have three
or four picked men on the jury, the Gov-

erment would find that, under this meaL-
sure, their power to reduce damages or to
protect their interests would be very much
curtailed, Although the Attorney Gen-
eral in the debate on the second reading
told the House that he was going to do
something, of the sort, he did not say that
the verdict of a two-thirds majority should
be taken straght away. It was impor-
tant to consider whether this majority
verdict should be obtainable either in the
first instance or whether it should be, as
it were, a second string to the bow. He
was willing to support anything that would
ensure finality-any-thing that would pre-
vent the constant repetition of trials with
their expenses of witnesses and big fees
to counsel, meanin~g ruination to suitors.
If he looked at it from a. lawyer's point of
view, the more litigation the, better ; but
he was not here to do that, and he wanted
to see finality secured, because, under the
existing system, there was danger of a
person being unable to afford to carry on
litigation, with the result that injustice
might be done. This was a very imnpor-
tant question. We had not heard from
the hon. member in charge of the Bill
how the proposed system had worked in
other communities, and he asked the
House not to pass this clause until some
further explanation had been made on
the subject. 'His observations were not
made from any spirit of hostility, but
simply for the purpose of drawing out the
views of hon. members. He saw before
him in the House men whom it had often
been his pleasure to address in the jury
box. H1e asked them to bring their prac-
tical experience to bear on this question,
and to say whether they thought this was
a, matter which should be passed without
very mature consideration.

ThaB ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
matter bad been discussed on the second
reading. It applied only to civil cases,
and did not affect criminal aetiona, In
nearly all other colonies the same prin-
ciple obtained, and it was proposed to in-
troduce it here on account of the scandals
which were perpetrated in trials by jury.
One or two obstinate men sometimes got
on a jury, and no matter what the evi-
dence was they went with the set purpose
of giving a verdict one way or the other.
Nine out of the twelve men would prob-
ably be swayed by the evidence they
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heard, and might be anxious to do their
duty; but yet one or two men of perverse
ideas would be able to prevent justice
being done, and it was to do away with
such a scandalous state of things that this
measure had been introduced. He cer-
tainly believed that it was in the interests
of justice that the majority should rule in
juries as elsewhere, but it might be ad-
visable to make certain modifications of
the principle. One hon. member sug-
gested that the operation of the proposed
new system should be deferred till the
second trial ; but what guarantee would
we have that the second trial would differ
in any way from the, first? Why should
we put a. man to the trouble of going to
two trials when one would suffice? It was
a dangerous thing to promote a second
trial, because of the chance of people
bringing forward cooked evidence, which
might be made up after the first trial was
over. He thought it advisable in the
interests of justice to retain this clause in
the Bill.

Ma. A. FORREST suggested that the
majority should be three-fourths, instead
of two-thirds. If this alteration were
made, he thought it would meet the wishes
of a great many people who did not con-
sider a two-thirds majority was sufficient.
The majority in favour of giving damages
should be made as near the whole as it
was possible to be.

HoN. W. H. VENN: The argument
used by the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest) rather went against his
own case. The dangers pointed out by
the member for Albany (Mr. Leake) were
very great. Although the Attorney
General (Ron. H. W. 1'ennefather) might
tell the Committee that this principle had
been found to work well in other colonies,
still it seemed to him, if, as the niember
for West Kimberley said, there had been a
boom in verdicts here under the present
system, there would be a still greater
boom when the majority necessary for
securing a verdict was reduced. He was
rather in favrour of the existing law. It
was a very dangerous thing to alter the
law on so important a subject.

MR. QUINLAN: Having bad experience
of ais difficulty, he knew that in a civil
action in which he was a party, one of the
jurors said he would hold out till dooms-
day to secure a verdict against him (Mr.

Quinlan), although the case was one which
clearly ought to have gone in his favour.
The time had come for an amendment of
the present law; and, instead of a two-
thirds majority, it should be three-
fourths. In criminal cases the verdict
should be unanimous, but in other cases
it was very inadvisable that one jurymnla
should be able to prevent the others from
giving a proper verdict.

Mn. EWING: Thereat difficulty in ac-
cepting the suggestion for a three-fourthis
majority was that it necessitated so many
jurors. The expenses of a&jury were sonc-
times up to £70, £80, and £90, so that it
wvas a very serious matter for the litigants.
Is his opinion, six jurors were sufficient in
civil cases. In New South Wales the
number was four, and the system had
worked satisfactorily for years and years.
There was always a jury of four in civil
cases in that colony, unless in certain cir-
cumnstances the judge granted a jury of
twelve. In South Australia there was a
jury of six, with a majority verdict, such
as the Government was suggesting here.
He agreed with the ,-rnmLer fP.r Toudyny
(Mr. Quinlan) that sometimes a juryman
would deliberately tell the other jurors
that he would stick out and give a verdict
one way or the other, whatever evidence
might be given. There should be a
two-thirds majority deciding a case in a
jury of six. If four men agreed on a line
of action, they were much more likely to
be right than two. In his opinion, this
would be much better than to increase the
number of the jury in the way mentioned
by the member for West Kimberley (Mr.
A. Forrest). The Government might, per-
haps, accept a majority of five in a jury of
six. That would be five to one. It was
not often that two corrupt men would be
found on a, jury. The great objection hie
had to the amendment suggested by the
member for West Kimberley (Mr. A.
Forrest) wasi that it would increase the
number of the jury. He suggested that
the verdict should be given by a majority
of five in a jury of six.

THE ATTORNE.Y GENERAL: In order
to meet the views of the member for West
Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest), he moved, as
an amendment, that after the word "jury"
in the first line, the words "of twelve" be
inserted, that the words "two-thirds"' be
struck out, with a view of inserting the
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words "three,-fourths," and that the fol-
lowing words be added at the end of the
clause: "and in juries of six a verdict of
five shall be deemed to be the verdict of
the jury."

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 45-agreed to.
Schedules and title-agreed to.
Bill reported, with amendments.

LAND BILL.

SECOND READING (MOVED).

TuE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell), in moving
the second reading, said: The clauses in
the earlier portions of this Bill are prae-
tically the same as those in the existing
legislation, of which this measure is a
consolidation. It is not my intention to
wade through the Bill in detail, on this
occasion, but to deal! only with the new
features and amendments which are pro-
posed in it. My duty is to mako these
new features and amendments plain to
hon. members; and it will be found in
the Bill that the principle of enforcing
compulsory conditions has been well
maintained throughout. I an sure hon.
members will agree that, without these
comniulsory conditions in the land laws
of the colony, our efforts at land settle-
ment would be, to a. greater or less degree,
neutralised. I may siay, by wvay of ex-
planation, that during the. past year a
new departure has been made in regard
to, the inspection of land held under com-
pulsory conditions of improvement. The
systemt we have been simple enough to
follow in the past, for ensuring the due
fulfilment of compulsory conditions, was
to accept the recommendations of a
couple of friends of the settler ; these
neighbours vouching for the improve-
ments having been within the year, as
required under the terms of the holding,
and particularly stating that the fences
erected on the boundaries were of good
quality, and that various other improve-
mneats had been duly made. I regret to
inform hon. members that it has been
found that, in many cases, the persons
who reported as to, the due fulfilment, of
conditions must, to say the least, have
had a. very powerful imagination; fmr
instances are not wanting, some of them
having come under my own notice, where,

Iyear by year, the fulfilment of the
compulsory conditions has been duly
vouched for by two respectable Mrends,
and yet, when the final inspection has

Itaken place, the owner possibly having
parted with his holding just before the

iinspection, and at a good price, it has
*been found that not a, single fence had
been put up, nor a, tree taken out. Soi it
has become absolutely necessary to wipe
out that sy stem of reporting by honorary
inspectors, and the Lands Department
has found it necessary to send its own
inspectors to see that the conditions have
been duly fulfilled. I am glad to Pay that,
in connection with a largre amount of
land settlement now going forward, thewe
conditions are being duly and properly
complied with; while at the same time
it has been found absolutely necessary to
see that the compulsory conditions shall
not be treated as a farce',- therefore, wve
have, as, I have said, taken means for
making a proper aind regular inspection
of the lands taken up, so that new and
old settlers alike shall he visited at least
once a, year, and so that a. correct record
sha-. be kept of the improvements effected
on each of the holdings, by which records
any officer going afterwards to visit the
seine holdings will be able to conipare the
results with those which had been re-
corded in the former inspection. The
general provisions for land settlemeut,
the divisions of the colony, and the re-
serves, have been divided into three parts
in the Bill. Part 4 deals with the pur-
chase of land by auction in towns and
suburbs; part 5 relates to agricultural
lands; part 6 deals with conditional pur-
chase of lead by auction in towns and
with conditional purchases of what are
called "poison" lands, in reference to
which there is a new feature as to com-
pulsory conditions. Turning to part 6,
dealing w .h the conditional purchase of
grazing lands, I may say these grazing
farms take the place of whatw3ere before
called "homestead leases." There has
been no alteration made, except in the
name, and I think hon. members will
agree with me that "grazing farmse' is a
better term than "homestead leases." I
desire to say, in this connection, how well
these grazing farms are now found to
answer; for although during a short time
after the Homesteads Act came into
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operation, this part of the Act seemed to
hang fir;, and the, applications were for
various reasons comparatively few, yet I
amn glad to say now that these have taken
a start, and whereas a year ago very
few such leases had been granted, I am
able to smy to-night there are 95 grazing
farms taken up. The Governor may de-
clare certain lands in the South-West, in
the West, in the East, and in the Eucla,
Diviions to be open to selection asgraz-
ing leases; and as the usefulness of these
provisions is becoming increasingly evi-
dent, I desire to make this known in the
presence of hon. members, for the reason
that a compliment is due to the former
Commissioner of Crown Lands (Mr. A- R.
Richardson), who gave great considera-
tion, to these provisions in the Homesteads
Act, and it was entirely due to his instru-
mentality that this part of the Act be-
came law here. When we consider the
advantage of parcelling out the lands of
the colony into second and third-olas
lands, I am at a loss to know how we
could havej treated this land, bad it not
been for this provision in the Act. Hon.
members are well acquainted with the
conditions in connection with these graz-
ing farms. The second-class land in
grazing farms is to, be open for selection
at 6&. 3d. per acre, if situate within 40
miles of a railway, and the third-class land
is to be open at 3s. 9d. per acre. Now
we come to a, fourth class, pro-
vided for in this Bill, which is
to be open at is. 3d. per acre. These
sums respectively are to be payable half-
yearly, at the rate of 1-30th of the total
purchase money per annum, or sooner if
desired by the lessee. If a person ap-
plies for a grazing farm, and the land is
not close to a town or a railway, an officer
is sent out with instructions to do, what-
ever is practicable to accommodate the
applicant, and if the officer finds the pro-.
posed area contains too much first-class
or too much seccnd-olasland, the officer's
duty will be, as instructed, not to come
away until he induces: the applicant to
amend his proposed boundaries in such a
manner as the cfficer can properly re-
commend to the department, as being
suitable for a second-class or third-class
holding. The principle is to make a
grazing farm include a small portion of
third-class land and a, large portion of

second-class land. This principle is
"catching on," and I look in the near
future to see an immense area, of grazing
land taken upon these terms. The class
of people who. usually take up grazing-
land are not inew-corners, but are success-
ful farmers who aire fairly prosperous on
lands of their own, and who want Pecond-
class or third-class grazing land a., an ad-
dition to their homesteads. The one
great want to make a homestead a, success
is. to give the people a helping hand in
searching for water; and while I have not
the slightest expectation that we shall
discover artesian water in the localities
where theme lands arc situated, yet we
can apply a cheap system that has been
approved of by Mr. Harper, as chairman
of the Advisory Board;- that is a scheme
which, under the management of one man
in charge and the fanner paying all ex-
penses, a, trial bore can be put down on a
farm during a period extending over per-
haps 30 days, fbnd at a. cost of about £15.
These provisions will show how we intend
to deal with the immense area. of second-
class and the poorer country we possess.
Part 7 of the Bill deals with poison lands
and their conditional purchase. The
maximum area is to be 10,000 acres
and the mninimum 300 acres, and
the lease will he for thirty years.
When the poison has been eradicated to
the satisfaction of the inspector, the
Crown grant may be obtained. The new
departure simply provides that, instead
of charging twenty shillings for the grant,
we shall make it fourth-class land and
charge Is. 3d. per acre, I do not think
that charge of ls. 3d., covering 30 years,
is an excessive charge. I may say that
this is a part of the Act which in the past
has been very grossly abused. In the
old days of the Act of 1878 we had no
compulsory conditions. The Act applied
to a vast area of poison lands, irrespective
entirely of their quality for agricultural
purposes. The occupant could hold the
land for twenty years, and if he could not
manipulate it in twenty years it simply
went back to the Crown. When I tell
the Rouse that, at the present moment,
under the old Act, we have nearly 1 j mil-
lion acres held under these conditions,
without compulsory improvements, hon,
members will understand how that part
of the Act has been manipulated. I have
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Maid many times in this House that this
"poison" on land is like that divine thing.
charity-it covereth a multitude of sins
-for a little "poison" has often been
made to cover a very large area of land.
Fortunately, it will be almost impossible,
under the new system we have inaugu-
rated, to continue these abuses. With
many of the applicants for these poison
leases, in the past, I have no fault to find;,
but I do say we ought to exercise much
greater care in the inspection than has
been done hitherto. It is not sufficient
that the Lands Department should be
contented with a report that the lead con-
tains, "poison;" and here agauin we have
made a new departure during the past
year, for Under the old system honorary
inspectors were appointed for various
parts of each district, and when a man
applied for 10 or 20 acres these inspec-
tore were asked to report to the depart-
ment whether the selection could be
clased as "poison land." As a rule, I
think, the reports of these inspectors were
accepted, and leases were granted accord-
ingly. We have no honorary inspectors
whatever now. When a man applies now
for a poison lease, a trained inspector
from the department visits the land, and
reports upon it, not only with regard to
the question of poison, hut a" to whether
the land is suitable for agriculture, or
whether it is good second-class or third-
class grazing land. If a report comes
back that, although there is some poison,
the land is suitable for agriculture, no
poison lease is granted; or if the inspec-
tor reports that, apart from poison, it is
good grazing land, which may be taken
up mas econd-class or third-class, then we
exercise our powers and refuse to grant a
poison lease. A vast area. is now held
under the Act of 1878 for purely specula-
tive purposes ; and I arm credibly in-
formed by my officers that a. very large
portion of the land so held is really good
agricultural country. The comfort I have
is that, it cannot be manipulated, and
must in time revert to the State; after
which, it will never again be allowed to
be held under poison leases. I now
come to Part 8, which provides
for free homestead farms. This is not
a new principle, as hon. members are
aware ; and I aim glad to be able to show,
in passing, how well these freehold farms

I are now coining to the front. This is
one of the most popular provisions of the
law; and I am sure that the Premier,
who took a great interest in this measure
when he introduced it some four years
ago, will he rejoiced to hear that, alter
banging fire for some time, it is now
taking hold of the people, and being very
largely utilised. When I tell you that
there are now 555 separate homesteads,
having an agregate are. of 146,000 acres,
you will see that this is a most popular
part of the Bill. The only new departure
we have to note in this part of the
Bill is that we have extended the
operation of the old Act. We propose to
allow the selection of homestead farms in
the South-West Division, in the Eucla. Di-
vision, and in part of the Eastern Division.
When I say "part of the Eastern Divi-
sion," I would ask hon, members not to
suppose that we are going to grant home-
stead leases on our goldfields. The Gov-
ernor has to set aside and approve of the
land that can be taken up for these homne-
stead farms: and without his assent the
permits cannot be granted. Now I come
to Part 9 of the Bill, which is an. en-
tire]- newv feature, and provides for what
are called "working men's blocks." This
is a matter in which I aim very deeply in
terested. The records of Hansad will
show that, from the very first year that
I had the honour to sit in this House, I
have brought in motion alter motion in
favour of setting aside land for working
men. There is nothing strange in this
proposal. It is our boast at the present
time that the veriest stranger landing on
our shores has the privilege of coming
straight to the Government for his free
160-acre farm, and also the privilege of
coming straight to the, State and taking
up his farm proper; and you know the
conditions on which he can do this-S6d-
per acre for twenty years. I have always
thought that the labourer, as well as the
farmer, should be enabled to come straight
to the State for his half-acre, as provided
by this Bill. As hen. members know,
this has been the law in South Australia
for some years past. My Under-Secre-
tary, who has just returned from the
colonies, asures me that the operations
of this Act in South Australia have been
attended with most satisfactory results.

*I would ask hon. members not to confuse
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village settlernegts with thesie working
mien's blocks. The two things are entirely
different. The present Bill proposes to
allow any man who is, not already a holder
of rural land to apply to the State for his
mninimumn of half an acre or his maximum
of 20 acres. The laud may be situated
any-where within 10 miles of a. city or
town. The price may be fixed by the
Government, but must not be lower than
£1 per acre. In a given time, the se-
lector has to make improvements equal
to twice the amount of his rent for every
acre: that is, if the rent be £1 per acre,
he would have to, spend £2 per acre in
improvements, exclusive of outside
fencing. In addition to this, we pro-
poqs- in this Bill to grant finincia assist-
ance to the extent of from £50 to £100,
to every man desiring to build his cottage.
Hon. members may naturally ask why
this assistance should ha given to the
working man, I answer them that
wve have a, precedent for it in the
principle of the Agricultural Bank. We
already lend the farmer £800. We want
now b> extend the principle. It it is good
for the agriculturist, it cannot he bad for
th- ortipon and labourer. I am sure it
mnust b-e entirely my own fault that I have;
been unable to- move my friend the Pre-
mier long ao in the matter of which I em
now speaking. Long ago I have tried to
bring him to my view of the question, and
I am puzzled when I consider his action
in regard to it Though he is what I
might call a General Greatheart in many
respects, I have failed until now to brivn
him to, the point. The working man is as
invaluable to the colony as are the farmer
and the homestead man. But, you will
ask me, why should we make this new
departure, said grant the -working man
financial assistanceI And I want you to
ask yourselves, Is it necessary I Is it wise
legislation? And I do not hesitate to say
in. reply that it is necessary, that it is
urgent, that it is wise and safe legislation,
otherwise it was not wise to have inaugu-
rated the Agricultural Bank. But why is
it necessary then? Hon. members in this
'House, and the press of the colony, have
been agitating for some time that the
Government should take measures tor assist
the immigration of the families that are
now living in the suburbs of Adelaide,
Melbourne, Sydney, and Hobart, whose

bread-winners are now in this colony. We
are told that the Government should offer
some inducement to these people to come
to this country. We know that, owing to
the prosperous condition of the colony at
the present time, we have attracted many
men from the other colonies to our
shores; but to a large extent we have
failed to attract their wives and families.
Hon. members wilt recognise that there,
are special reasons for thia. The high
price of land is one, and I will not say the
h igh cost of living; but the high rents cer-
tainly form another reason. The policy
of the Government in thisaregard has been
entirely at fault. In dealing with working
men we have been just as illiberal as we
have been liberal in dealing with the far-
mer. What have we been doing? We
have absolutely Deem driving him to the
speculator in order to get land. Take the
case of the land between Perth and Fre-
mantle, most of which was bought up by
speculators. The principle should be, as
I have, alwa~ys maintained, that the land
should be put up at a fixed price; and the
first man who gets in his application to
the Government, though he he the poorest
man in the country, should have that land.
I want this principle introduced, and
when that is done, you may depend upon
it we shall have a, happy and prosperous
state of affairs But what was the case
with the land between Perth and Freman-
tle, which was put up for sale between
five, six, and seven years ago? It was
put up in l0-acre sections; and, as I
pointed out before it wa" done, the capi-
talist competed, and bought it very often
at upset price; and the artisan and
labourer, who only wanted small allot-
menits, had to go to the speculator and
pay fancy prices for them. Is that wise
legislation? I repeat that the workman
and the toiler of every kind, whether he
be a, labourer or a shop-assistant, is just
as valuable to the community as the far-
mer proper. Why should we then make
this offer as proposed in the Bill,
and give this financial assistance?
I will. read some figures with which :ion.
members are acquainted already, though
the- startled me when I read them this
afternoon. The-y arc a statement of the
money sent away to the eastern colonies
-onlry to the eastern colnuies in post-
office orders during the past five yearb,,
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supplied to me by the Postmaster-
General. The items are as follow: -
1893, £44,000; 1894, £84,000; 1895,
£214,000; 1896, £686,000. Last year,
ending 31 at December, we sent the enor-
mous sum of L191,000 away in post-office
orders to the eastern colonies, presum-
ably to the families, of men who are here;
and the grand total is £1,830,000 re-
mitted by the toilers of this colony to their
families on the other side in five years.
Do you wvant any better reason than that
why "'e should Make an effort in the
direction I have indicatedi I have
already been twitted with the assertion
that I am becomning a Socialist. Well,
I can only say that, if I am becoming a
Socialist, I am surrounded by Socialists,
and we are all becoming Socialists,
although we do not go by that namne.
Even if it be Socialism, I would not hesi-
tate to use the organisation of the State
for the uplifting of the people-not by
pauperising them with free gifts, but by
putting them in a position to help them-
selves, and so to prove worthy and inde-
pendent members of the commounity.
These are the leading principles of the
blocker system. A special feature of this
new departure is the financial assistance
granted to Rejectors. The minimum is
£50 and the maximum £100, and the
advances ame returnable to the State at
the rate of 6s. 8d. per cent, per week.

At 6.30 p.m. the SPHARER left the chair.

-At 7.30 the SPEAKBR resumed the chair.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (resuming): The principle is a
righteous one, and will be as much
in the interests of the labourer as
of the farmer. Hon. members may
ask me where th4 land is to be ac-
quired 1 To that i reply that under this
Bill the Government provide land for
this particular purpose The part of the
Bill which deals with this will answer ad-
mirably in connection with our own pnn-
ciple of agricultural settlement. I be-
lieve it will help to build up an indepen-
dent race of settlers. We, shall have our
a-acre men and our 20-acre men side by
side in our agricultural centres. The re-
suit wvill be that we shall rear a class of
independent agricultural labourers, men
who in times of city depression will be

able to provide for the subsistence of
their families by the industry of their
hands. We shall rear a class of people
who will be able to tide, over dull times,
and we shall be also providing ourselves
with a fixed labour supply. The princi-
ple has been tried in South Australia fcr
many years, and I maintain that it is a
fit sequel to our admirable Agricultural
Bank Act. I shall be grievously disap-
pointed if the measure does not meet
with the approval of the House. What-
ever amendments may be made, I hope the
principle will be anroved of. I san will-
ing to admit, in dealing with the Bill in
detail, that some amendments may he re-
quired. I need not dwell, I am sure, on
the great charm of ownership, and on the
fascination it exercises on working men
both here and everywhere else. I have
had as much experiexpe asmostpeopleof
this subject. It has been a hobby of mine.
I have seen the drunkard reformed by its
means, and I venture to say that this Bill
will help those who are wanting a fresh
start in. life, men who want a home of their
own, and men who want hope to bid them
take up once more the struggle of life. I
venture to say there is no measure that
wvill bring about this happy state of things
more than the Hill now before the Hoause.
Whatever the prejudices of hon, mem-
bers may be, if they have any, I hope
they will give the measure very serious
consideration. The amount we ask is a
small one. It must be remembered that
we have a floating population in the
proportion of two of our sex to one
of the other sex, and that we de-
sire our young fellows to settle down
and marry. This Bill will help our young
men to do so, and to provide a home for
their families. If the cost of living is
great in this colony as compared with
what it is in the other colonies; if rent is
high, necessaries axe dear, and the cost of
land is great-if these are facts, then hon.
members should do their best to pass a
measure which will enable people to shettle
on the land, and make homes of their
own ;and, if necessary, to send for their
wives and families from the other colonies.
I venture to say that when this Bil11 re-
ceives the sanction of the House it will be
joyful news to those who will be enabled
by its means to found homes in our midst,
and to send over to the other colonies for
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the wives and children whom they have
left behind. And when those who are in
the other colonies hear that the Govern-
ment of Western Australia have taken
steps to prove that they meant what they
said when they invited people from
abroad to come to this colony, and that
they have shown their desire to help the
peonle to establish themselves in the
country, they, too, will rejoice, and will
hasten to rejoin their relatives and friends
who are thus enabled to establish them-
selves in our midst. I now turn to Part
10, which deals with lands on the gold-
fields. This is the first time that our land
laws have provided for dealing with agri-
cultural lands onagoldfields. Clause 91 of
the Bill takes the place of section 26 in
the Mineral. Lands Act, and provides for
the granting of Crown lands on the gold-
fields, with the approval of the Governor
in Council. The Bill permits the leasing
of land for agricultural purposes at a ren-
tal of not lesthan 6d. per acre per annum,
the mainmum area, to be 500 acres and
the minimum area 50 acres. There is no
alienation of this land allowed under the
Bill, but the holders of miners' rights are
permitted to enter for mining purposes,
and compensation must be paid to the c
cupier for any damage done to the sur-
face. The period of the lease is
ten years, and here, again, we have
our conditions of compulsory improve-
ment for the lessee shall, within
two years from the commencement
of his lease, fence at least one-tenth of the
land, and within five years he shall fence
in the whole, and cultivate at least one-
eighth of it; and the lessee is to have a
preferential right of a renewal at the end
of ten years. I confess I do not antieipatc
much settlement under this clause ; never-
theless, we have had many applications
for agricultural land even at Coolgardie,
and on this very day we have an aplica-
tion from a man ait Coolgardie who applies
for land within three miles of that town,
aud he assures us he has throwvnup a situ-
ation in South Australia, and has come
1ier- to join his friends, and to cultivate
laril on our goldields. I need not say that
I have not much faith in the cultivation
of land on the goldfields; hut if men who
are in a. fair position to take up such land
are willing to do so, I say we should be in
a position to meet them. Part 11 deals

with pastoral leases, and here I ask
the consideration of members for a
new departure which is proposed in
the Bill. I may say this portion
of the Bill was studied carefully by my
predecessor in office vtr. A. B. Richard-
son), for whose experience in pastoral
affairs I have a great respect. My own
experience in pastoral country has been
limited, while that of my friend, the late
Commissioner, has been very large in-
deed. I believe lie gave no common
study to these provisions, that for a year
or so he gave the matter very great study.
and the result is as it appears in this part
of the Bill. Hon. members will notice
a somewhat liberalised pastoral lease;
also that the Bill introduces a novel fea-
ture. Those hon. members who arenot
acquainted with the conditions of the pas-
toral industry may ask whether the pre-
sent price of 108. a thousand acres is not
little enough to pay as a rental for the
occupation of pastoral country. I would
here point out the great hardships that
pastoralists have to undergo, and especi-
ally with regard to their huge losses dur-
in~, periods of drought. Hon.. members
will have seen published in the news-
papers, during the last year especially,
the stirring appeals which were made on
behalf of settlers in our northern dis-
tricts; and members will be aware that
iii some cases the holders of p~astoral
country, after struggling on for perhaps
tventy years, have ended by losing their
all. the Government a willing to deal
more liberally with pastoral lessees than
ha- been the case in the past, and I will
point out the difference between the pro-
posed conditions and those now existing
foe pastoral leases in the South-Western
lDivision of the colony. The present
charge is £1 per 1,000 acres as an an-
nual rental, and it is proposed to reduce
th3 amount to 1.5s. per i,OtiO acres for
areas. Then in the Kimberley division,
the North-Western. Division, and the
Western Division, this last being a new
division, the present rental is l0s. per
1,000 acres for a, minimum area of
10,000 acres; and the novel features in-
troduced by the late Minister of Lands
are, that land within 50 miles of a rail-
way shall remain as, before at 10s. per
1,000 acres; and that, if the land is he-
tween 50 and 100 miles from a railway, the
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rental shall be 8Sa 6d. per 1,000 acres;
the3 land which is 100 and not over 200
miles from a. railway shall be 7a. per
1,000 acres; and the land which is more
than 200 miles from a railway will be
reduced to 5B. ner 1,000 acres. I be-
lieve it is right ad pro-per tbat we should
give some assistance, and the principle
appears to me a right one, that a man
should pay more who occupies land near
to a railway, thus enabling him to carry
his wool to a port possibly within a
couple of days; whereas, in other in-
stances, with soine of which I am ac-
qulainted, it takes three weeks to convey
wool from a pastoral station to the port
of shipment. Therefore a. man who has
the facility of ready access to a port
shiculd pay a higher rental for his lease-
hold In carrying out these novel pro-
visions, I fear we may have some trouble ;
but if the principle is a right one, as I
think it is, we ought to face any neces-
sary trouble in this matter, as we have
to do in other affairs of the world. What-
ever- benefits may result from this new
principle will be entirely due to the late
(,om missioner of Crown Lands. I may
add that pastorna, rants in the Eastern
Division are reduced to 48. per 1,000 acres.
As for Pastoral leases on the goldfields,
thte minimum area will be 2,000 acres,
the maximum 20,000 acres, and the
rental is to be 10s. per 10,000 acres, All
these leases will expire at the end of the
year 1918. If hon. members will think
this matter over, they may agree that tbr
class of people with whom we are now
dealing, the lessees of our pastoral lands,
are deserving of great consideration at
our hands. We profess, I profess, and
I think we all desire, that any assistance
we can give to our pastoral lessees shall
be of a practical character; that it shall
be for the benefit of the lessees them-
selves, and not of financial institutions,
It may be that in too many cases we
shiall find, I am sorry to say, that finan-
cial institutions are holding the estate-
lock, stck, and barrel-and when we en-
dea-vour to reduce the rent for helping
the pastoral lessees in their hard struggles,
we may find that, after all, we are reduc-
ing, the rent for the benefit of financial
institutions. That may be so, in some
cases; hut I am glad to say, from infor-
mnation that has come before me of late,

that the financial institutions generally
are reducing their rate of interest for ad-
vances made on pastoral properties.
When any of these institutions have ap-
pealed to me to meet the needs of the
squatters fairly in the matter of rent, and
have proposed that the Government should
assist the squatters, I have replied:
"What are you going, to do for the squat-
ters? Are you going to reduce your
rate of interest to a minimum, or are you
going to charge 8 per cent., and not allow
thM squatters to get the benefit of any
reduction which Parliament may make I"
I say to this House, we should take care
that any benefit which we provide in this
way shall, if possible, go to the squatters,
a-nd not to financial institutions. Stilt,
we must be aware that, in assisting the
squatters, we shall be helping to reduce
the amount that is payable to financial
institutions. I come now to a very im-
portant part of the Bill, and this is the
last part I shball deal with. It deals with
licenses for cutting timber, For the
first, time in, the history of the colony we
propose to place the land regulations as
to timber cutting on all-fours, as far as
cola ipulsorv improvements are concerned,
with those of the other portions of our
land. We have compulsory improve-
icen1ts On agricultural lands, and on the
other classes of land dealt with under this
Bill ; but at the present there are no com-
pulsory improvements in connection with
timber areas. Any man may take up
a lease of Crown land for cutting timber;
and, so long as he pays the rent, we have
no control over him whatever. The price
charged for timber leases is £21T per an-
nuvin for 640 acres; and I do Dot think
it hurts the colony much to have thetim-
her cleared at that price, so long as the
lessee pays his rent. Sometimes it hap-
pens that these leases are held for unecu-
lative purposes, and t-hat a. man applying
for a large area may want time to take
his concession to London and float a
company for working it. At first sight
we may feel a prejudice against that sort
of operation; but, when we think it out,
we shall realise, that the colony does not
suffer at all. The speculator may make
what is called "plunder" by the opera-
tion; hut in fan-ning a company in Lon-
don for working one of our timber areas,
every shareholder in it will become
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interested in our jarrah and our karri tim-
ber, and will assist in advertising these
exports in England and elseiwhere. Some
of the towns in this colony were never so
depressed as they are at present, because
building has come to a standstill; and if
we have not an. industry like this for em-
ploying a large amount of labour, we shall
deprive the working men of that resource
also. We have now for the first time
fixity of tenure in these leases; and a.
lease is to be for 20 years, the area, to be
limited to 50,000 acres; and within 12
months from the time of taking up the

imber area, the lessee shall provide
a substantial and fully equipped saw-mill
plant, of sufficient power to out up at
least 12 loads of sawn timber per week
for every thousand acres of land held
under lease. The provision may he
found a. little too stiff in quantity, when
we consider the details in Committee. In
deed, I think you will find, and perhaps
those members who have had experience
in the timber trade will tell us, that the
quantity stipulated for here is too great;
but, as I have said, this is a detail we can
consider later. The principles here are
fixity of tenure, a limnited area, and com-
pulsory operations; the rent to be £20
for every 640 acrais, equal to about 7d.
per acre annually. I may state that a
Bill had been prepared, providing for a.
new principle, and one which, I think, is
a right one, that is the appraisement prin-
ciple. An officer properly appointed was
to report upon every application for a
timber lease, and a~icording to his decision
the rent was to he payable. One man
might have a piece of land with 12 or 14
loads to the acres, and another man with
a lease with only six or eight loads to the
no, e, and each man would have to pay just
in proportion to the standard timber on
the land which he took up. But further
consideration showed me that this plan
was surrounded with many difficulties, and
I was afraid it would call into existence
such a staff of officials, that the benefit
derived would be altogether outweighed
by the evils which would follow in its
train. One of the clauses in the present Bill
allow itS to deal with lands in timbered
country suitable for agriculture. Our
exp~erience- teaches us that, however
densely timbered a forest may be, there
ar-c favoured spots where there Vs no

standard timber : where the land is
admirably suited for agriculture. There
is a large quantity of such land in the
country, covered by timber leases and con-
cessions which, I am sorry to say, we have
no power to grant for agricultural pur-
poses. Fruits and vines might he grown
on such land to great advantage; but
unhappily-I say it advisedly, unhappily
we are unable to grant one single acre
of such land for such purposes, except
with the consent of the timber companies.
The present Bill gives us power, not to
interfere with the timber leases, but to
enter upon these bare places, and dispose
of them under compulsory conditions of
improvement. Another feature of this
Bill, and a. very important one, is once a
jarrali forest, for ever a jarrah forest.
This is a6 principle that we have always
had in view. When we lease an area of
timber, we lease it for the mature timber,
and not for the young timber which is
coming up. Then the Bill gives us power,
from time to time, to enter upon the
lease where the lessee has taken off the
mature timber for his own purposes, and
to preserve for future generations the
young timber which is growing up in its
stead- I think it is due to my friend the
member for Beverley (Mr. Harper) to
remind hon. members that to bin, we are
indebted for the carrying of the resolu-
tion of this House forbidding the Lands
Department. from dealing with any land
under conditional purchase which corit
tamned standard timber. In the Bill
which was rejected by this House. clause
21 provided that the Minister could gi-ant
for conditional purchase purposes any
jarrall land containing not more than three
standard loads of timber to the acre; and
I say that would have been at huge mnis-
take. We were to grant this land for 10s
per acre, wvith twenty years in whichi to
pay it, thus alienating land containing
three standard loads of timber, which at
least would be worth 15s. per load as it
.stood. That proposal was very properly
rejected. We have a. very large heritage
in this jarrah and karri country. The
Surveyor-General of Forests assures inc
that, at the present time. we have still
seven million acres of jarrah. timber intact
-still in the hands of the State. Hon.
mneinbers will, I am sure, agr-ee with me
that such a vast area of timber, which
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the colony still possesses in its forests, is
a most goodly heritage. I think I have
said all that need be said on this Bill.
No doubt it will come in for close inspec-
tion in Committee. That is my earnest
desire. I believe that several errors have
crept into it. One I have just pointed
out. I believe that the conditions im-
posed upon the mill-o~wner are far too
stiff ; that we need not be afraid of the
mill-owner so long as he pays his rent.
We have safeguarded ourselves by the
condition that we can carry On agricul-
tural settlement to a limited extent, and
that he shall only have the mature
timber. We need not be at all afraid of
the speculator as regards our timber;
and, even if we have cause to be afraid
of him, we cannot help it, for he will make
money in spite of all we can do. We
hear people saying: "Don't let the specu-
lator get hold of your timber lands."
Now, if we have a price for our timber
land, that timber must find a market.
It must go abroad. Western Australia
cannot be its market. I am glad to learn
from gentlemen in the timber trade that
the export of timber is now becoming
very great indeed, and is likely to rapidly
increase. I regret that the proprietors
are not showing all the enterprise that
might be desired. I have been inter-
viewed by gentlemen-men of education,
who say that they know all about our
timber-who ask me to let them go to
London, Paris, and Berlin to represent
our timbers there. I say we ought to do
so; but I also say that our friends the
timber-merchants should themselves show
some enterprise in this direction. Let
them send their commercial travellers
round the Continent of Europe. to
America and elsewhere, and let the
Government share the expense. I feel
sure that a representative selected by the
timber companies would do better than
an officer sent out by the department;
although I may say, incidentally, that we
are just now making arrangements with
one gentleman who knows something
about it to represent our timber in Paris
and elsewhere, and I can assure bon.
members that our grand timber industry
will be well represented in Paris at the
forthcoming Exhibition.

Mn. VosERn: Can he talk French?

T"n COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS :We must remember that our
forests are not inexhaustible. We must
take care to rant for the use of the com-
panies only the mature timber, and to
preserve the young trees for future gene-
rations. We have refused applications
for timber leases in places where we can
deal with the land for agricultural pur-
poses in the, jarrah forests. The plan
we adopt is to have the land reported on
first; and, if we find marketable timber
there, we say: that is no place for
the agriculturist. He must go somewhere
else. As I said before, we desire to
maintain the principle, "once a jarrah
forest, always a jarrah forest." I have
now dealt with the main principles of the
Bill. Various amendments have been
introduced into it here and there, which
will claim the attention of hon. members.
The timber question is a, very important
one. There will be various opinions ex-
pressed concerning it; but I believe hon.
members all round the House will see
that the Bill now before them was abso-
lutely necessary, and justifiable, not
only because, of the new features with
which I have dealt, but because there
have been incorporated in it twelve diffe-
rent Acts and sets of regulations, the
existence of which has led to confusion in
the past. I would ask hon. members not
to deal too severely with the Bill, which
is one upon which the welfare of the
colony largely depends, treating, as it does,
with our goldfields land, our agricultural
land , and our timber land. With
this explanation, Mr. Speaker and gentle-
men, I leave this Bill with the fullest con-
fidence in your hands ; and I believe
that, when it comes before the.Commit-
tee, you will give it that earnest atten-
tion which it deserves. I rely upon your
intelligent help to make it a measure
worthy of the colony. I now beg to move
the second reading of this Bill. (General
applause.)

Ka. A. FORREST (West Kimberley):
This has been one of the most able
speeches ever delivered in this House by
the hon. the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, and I congratulate him upon the
lucid manner in which he has placed the
Bill before hon. menibers, He bas shown
conclusively, not only to the House but
to the country, the able way in which he



638 Land Bill: [ASML.-eodraig

ha.' administered the affairs of the Lands
Department in this colony. It must be a
source of gratification to everyone who
takes any interest in, the agricultural and
pastoral industries of this country to
find magentleman. like our friend the
Minister, who takes up such an active and
energetic position in dealing with the
colony's lands. I have often wondered
how the hon. gentleman could succeed in
giving the time end attention necessary
to unravel the different Acts under which
we are now working, and place them a-Il
in one Bill. I agree with, him in theivay
in which he has introduced this Bill, and
in his manner of dealing with those por-
tionis of it having reference to agriculture.
I do, not think anyone in this Rouse will
differ from him in regard to those por-
tions of the measure dealing with agri-
culture. But when we come, a little
further on, to the pastoral clauses of
the Bill, I must differ altogether from the
hon. gentleman. In clause 97, the
Minister introduced an entirely novel
procedure. He says that, in regard to
pastoral lands within 50 miles of the
nearest port of shipment, he will charge
s. 6d. a thousand acres, or 3s. 6d. per

thousand acres more than we are, at pre-
sent paying in the Kimnberley district.
Now I do not think that is liberal, con-
sidering the position we occupy in those
far-off Klimberley districts.

MR. GEORGE :Look at the profits you
make.

Mua. A. FORREST : I will refer to
them, and show you how profits are
made there.

Mn. GE~ORGE :What about the stock
tax I1

MR. A. FORREST: When the honi.
member gets a, station there weiwill take
off the stock tax to please him. Then
the Bfill goes on to provide that for
leases from one hundred to two hundred
miles inland the rent will be 7s. per
thousand acres; that is, 2s more than
we are paying at present. Then in the
third proviso of clause 97 he says, that
for lands over 200 miles from the coast
the rent will be 5s per thousand acres,
which is the rent we are now paying.
As the representative for West Kimber-
ley, I objet most strongly to any increase
of rents for those districts; and, if the
Minister is not aware of it, I will tell him

that our best country is inland-not on
the coast. He proposes to tax the in-
different country on the coast and to let
the inland country go scot free, or at the
same rent as we are now paying for it.
It is unfair that the pastoralista in West
Kimberley should be taxed more heavily
than they are taxed at the present time ;
and, when the Bill goes into Commniitee,
I have amendments to propose which I
hope the House will carefully consider,
so as not to charge the pastoralists in
those districts more than they are al-
ready paying.

THE Pannsn: You must remember
the stock clause.

Ma. A. FORREST: We have no objec-
tion to the stock clause going into this
Bill. I think it should be in it; be-
cause we do not wish people to take up
large areas of pastoral land and not to
stock them ; and it is owing to that clause
that the Kimberley districts are the best
stocked districts in the colony at the pre-
Feat time. Lessees could not pay the
amount of the impost unless the holdings
were stocked up. The Minister states
that the expense of travelling 200 miles
to the coast is far greater than is the
cost of going 50 miles; and I agree with
him there; hut there are a good many
more expenses on the coastal leases than
there are in connection with the inland.
In the inland stations they have practic-
ally free labour-the hon. member knows
it; whereas on the coast it is all paid
labour. Perhaps the member for North
Peirth (Mr. Old ham), would like me to ex-
plain that; but I may tell him there can
he no objection to, coloured labour in this
case, for these are aboriginal natives.
The native blacks on the coast have
been near the towns, and have gradually
died out; but in, the inland dietrnets,
tbere are no. places where they can get
inloxicating liquors; and they are avail-
able in large numbers. Hence the great
difference in the expenses of a coastal and
an inland station. Besides that, I con-
tend that the inland country in the Kim-
berley is far superior to the coastal;, and
I therefore ask the House not to increase
the burdens of those who are within
either 50 or 200 miles of the coast; be-
cause such a change would practically
mean that we should have to pay 2s. per
1,000 acres and 38. Gd. per 1,000 acres
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respectively more than we have been pay-
ing for the last 16 years and up to the
present time. That is my opinion on
the question of the rental of pastoral
leases; and I shall not say any more
about it until we go, into Committee. The
Minister then deals with a far more in-
portant question-I think the most im-
portant of all questions outside the gold-
fields-that of the timber lands of the
colony. In his "blocker system," or in
one of his homestead provisions, lie gives
practically free survey. But the timber
mn, whom he asks to pay something like
7d. per are per annum, has to pay a
survey fee. I do not see why, when he
extorts this large rent of Id. per acre
from the timber lessees, he should not
survey their lands for nothing as he does
the lands for those other parties. Why
should the owner of 640 acres be com-
pelled to paty the survey feesl

THE PREMIER: He is generally a big
capitalist.

Ma. A. FORREST: Yes; but there
are plenty of small timber people also.
I hope that when this clause comes be-
fore the Committee, we shall be able to per-
suade members to strike out the survey
fee. Clause 112 provides that the rent of
timber leases shall be paid half-yearly in
advance, and shall be at the rate of £20
for each square mile or fraction of a
square mile included in the lease. It
would be impossible for anyone to erect
large mills along our seaboard and to
make railways, which are very empensive
undertakings, unless he had a. large
amount of land to work on, otherwise he
would probably find all his capital had
been expended in making the railway
and the mills; and in ayear or twosa time,
especially when so much timber had to
be cut as provided by, this Bill, he would
probably find he had a railway on hie
hands and no timber. The Minister says
that a jarrah forest is always a jarrab
forest, but I do not agree with him. I
hope he will see his way to reduce the
rent from £20 per square mile to £10.
This would be only fair and reasonable,
considering that the Crown is at present
giving away 250,000 acres within. 30
miles Of Perth, and 100,000 aereswitbin
2') miles of Perth, at what are prac-
tically nominal rents. Mfore especially
am I referring to the land within 30

miles of Perth, which is let at £50 a year,
together with concessions such as rail-
ways on the coast. How are we to com-
pete with men who have practically free
land? If we go further down to Jiarri-
dale, and down the Denmark River, we
find that large concessions have been
given there for nominal sums. How are
the new mills to be erected with these
heavy rents in the face of competition
with men who have their land for prac-
tically nothinig? 'Would it not be better
for the Government to say, "We have
made mistakes in the past, but we are
willing now to rectify them, and to give
you the land on fairer and more equit-
able terms." It must be remembered in
dealing with this timber question that
the local trade is nothing. These mills
cannot bea erected for a local market, but
to supply a foreign market; and if a-rman
paying the heavy rent named in this Bill
-£20 per square mile--is to compete
against other men who have practically
no rent to pay, he will soon find himself
out of the field. Clause 113 states that
timber leases shall be grantiid for a term
of not less than one year and not exceed-
ing 20 years, and that no lease shall in-
clude an area of more than 50,000 acres,
and that no person or corporation shall
hold more than that area, except that
any person or corporation holding a spe-
cial timber license or licenses under the
land regulations of 1887 shall have the
right to hold the same, notwithstanding
that the total area, may exceed 50,000
acres. The Minister provides by this
Bill that the area. leased shall not be
more than 50,000 acres. This seems to
be a large amount, but the lessee may
have it sattered at different places-on
the Vases, at the Canning, at Piajarrah,
and elsewhere, and only perhaps have
twelve and a half thousand acres at
each place. I think this provision
should be altered, so that a man
should not have more than .50,000
acres in one locality, because there
are plenty of people holding that amount
scattered in different districta People
in the Vasse district or in the Canning
will not be satisfied with the Bill, unless
this alteration is made. The Govern-
ment should have no possible objection,
so long as the rent is paid. I will now
deal with clause 115, relating to the con-
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ditions which are to be complied with by
timber lessees. There are seine people
in this colony-somne companies, at any
rate, who have about 100,000 acres of
timber leass If the conditions named
in the first sub-clause of clause 1 15 are
carried out, they will have to cut 1,200
loads of timiber every week. There are
half-a-dozen people who have that amount
of land on lease. The Government would
have to make harbour works almost up
to Perth to accommodate the timber that
would be cut if this condition were carried
out. Then, the power of forfeit is a. very
great power to be lodged in the hands or
a Minister. I assert that 1,200 loads
per wveek from 100,000 acres of timber
lease is'beyond all common sense, and I
think the number of loads required to be
cut should be reduced from twvelve to three
per week for every thousand acres, be-
cause it is no good cutting the timber tin-
10%N you can sell it, and if you are unable
to sell your timber you cannot go on pay-
ing your wages. I appeal to the, Minister
to make an alteration in this clause. I
would like to suggest. if I am in order,
that the part of the Bill dealing with the
timber be referred to a Select Committee.
It is so important to the interests of the
country, second only to the gold industry,
that it would be far better to have the
Glnuse threshed out by a committee who
understood the question, and who were
thoroughly alive to its importance, and
who could bring a large amounit of experi-
ence to bear in dealing with it. I have
touched on the few points in the Bill
which I understand. When in Committee
I hope we shall be able to thresh it out,
and come to a conclusion which will be
a benefit to everyone in the colony.

MR. GEORGE (Murray): I am very
glad that the Commissioner of Crown
ILands has introduced a Bill which prac-
tically consolidates the legislation. on
Crown lands. in the coiony. I have no
doubt that the members who are inter-
ested in the various nortions of the Hill
wifl give it their careful consideration,
with a view of making its operation as
fair and as just as possible for all sections
of the community. The part to which
I wish more particularly to refer is that
which deals with the timber leases. It
has been spoken to by the member for
West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest). I

think that the subject is far too important
to be rushed through, and that it would
lie more to the interests of the country
if this portion of the Bill could be rele-
gated to the consideration of a~ Select
Committee, as suggested by the member
for West Kimberley, than that it should
be debated in the House at the present
stage. It is not likely that anyone ex-
cept such as ha~ve been engaged, or are
engaged, in the timber industry would
be seized with, the full bearing of the
Points in connection with the Bill ; and,
therefore, I think the suggestion of the
bon. member, if it is in accordance with
Parliamentary rules, might be very fairly
adopted. The Commissioner of Crown
Lands, in the course of his speech, spoke
about the speculator taking out timber
leases, We all know, at any rate those
of us who have been through the south-
western districts, that a quantity of land
has been taken up by speculators, and
rushed on to the London market sad
placed in the hands of companies in the
same way as gold mines have been, and
with about the same result, namely, that
a comparatively small proportion of the
capital has come to this country fo-r the
purpose of working the mines or the
timber. I drew the attention of the Corn-
missioner some time ago to the necessity
of making more satisfactory conditions
in connection with the working of the
land, and especially that the timber should
be cut within a certain time after the
lease had heen granted. My object was
not to harass those who had taken up the
land, but that they should be fully seized
with their responsibility, and if they de-
ired to handle the spoils they should,

at any rate, first put down the necessary
plant and provide for the working of the
timber, and for giving employment to a
number of people. Such a course would
not only provide employment for the
people in the mills, hut would also form a
market for those who produced from the
soil. The Commissioner also spoke of
the advisability of people bringing the
products of the timber country before the
notice of the world. Perhaps be. is not
aware of the amount of money spent by
several large companies in this colony,
notably the Jarralidale Company and
Messrs. Millar, and others, who have
for years been spending money and send-
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ing out men with a view of bringing their
valuable timber under the notice of pos-
sible customers, and of informing the
people of Europe and America, generally
as to what jarrali really is. I know
that, as a matter of fact, some four or five
years ago the Premier was good enough
to assist in sending a lot of timber to the
Chicago Exhibition. The Government
did not pay the whole of the cost of that,
but they bore their proportioln. That
does not look as if the timber business
had not been looked after. The member
for West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest) was
quite right when he spoke about the pro-
posed rent being too high. I do not think
it is it necessity for this colony that we
should look so much for a. large revenue
from the rents of the timber leases as
we should look towards the timber leases
being properly worked, in order to give
the greatest amount of employment
to the greatest number of people.
I also agree with the member for
West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest)
that 50,000 acres is altogether too small
an area to out timber for the London
market It is quite enough to cut it for
Perth and Fremantle and similar centres,
but it is not large enough to enable a
person to carry on a successful export
trade; and the size of timber required
for the home market is one which neces-
sitates a large area of forests to get suit-
able trees. You will only find a small
proportion of jarrah trees fit for paving
work. Therefore, if you have 50,000
acres, it does not follow that every acre
contains so many jarrali trees fit for the
purpose. There are large areas in the
50,000 acre leases which are barren
and which contain a number of other
trees, but which are deficient in jarrali of
the requisite size. I know that the Jar-
rahdale concession is an instance in point.
It was sup~posed that there were ten trees
to the acre, but there are large areas
there where there is not a single jarrah
in sight; where you will find plenty of
sheoak and blackboys, but no jarrah.
Therefore, I say that 50,000 acres is not
sufficient to supply the foreign market.
I cannot see why there should be any
nerlvousness in granting leases for ten
times 50,000 acres, so long as the condi-
tions are fair and just, and they are
carried out. There should be no reason

whatever to grumble at a company hav-
ing, say, 500,000 acres, provided that they
were bound by proper conditions, and
that they carried them out. Of course,
the Bill should not allow the small men to
be extinguished. The man who employs
30 or 50 hands should have his rights
preserved under the, Dill. So long as he
can have his area to cut the timber he
requires, what objection can there be to
so rent this jarrah forest as to make the
beat we can of it as a national assetI
I cannot understand the point of view of
the department, which on one hand tells
us we ought to develop our jarra-h and
kerni resources, and then tries to bind
tic industry in swathing bands. In order
to push the industry forward we should
nmake it as free as possible, and con-
serve the rights of the small settlers as
much as possible. At the same time, do
not let us strangle the men who wish to
lease large areas, and who would carry out
the conditions imposed by the Hill and find
employment for a large number of people.
Clause 122 deals with the selection and
purchase within timber areas. The Comn-
missioner has had this matter brought
under his notice in connection with the
.larrahdale timber concession, which was
granted 26 years ago with highly favour-
able conditions to the lessees. They can
practically extinguish all ownership with-
in their boundaries. A man cannot even
get a) or 10 acres to make a garden, or
build a house, or in mny shape or form
have any land for any practical use. I
know the Commissioner is trying what he
candoto burstupthat monopoly. Iwish
him every success, and if the matter
conies before the House I shall do my
best to assist him. The, Government
should be able to say to this company:
"You shall not be a, dog in the manger,
but you shall allow the land to be used for
garden or agricultural purposes." I
have not the slightest doubt that is the
reason for the insertion of this clause. I
would ask the Commissioner, however,
to modify the sub-clause which provides
that if the land applied for is less than
20 chains distant from any sawmill on the
area, or less than one chain distant from
the course of any railway or tramway
authorised, constructed, or in course of
construction, or in such area. for the pur-
pose of carrying timber to and from any
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sawmill, no apolication for the purchase
or conditional purchase of any part of
the timber area or of the homestead farm
thereon shall be granted. When we go
into Committee I shall ask the Commis-
sioner to alter these figures, so as to in-
crease the area, from 20 chains to a larger
amount, and to increase the area, from
owe chain to less than 5 ohains, for
reasons I will explain in Committee.
In regard to clauw-c 115, 1 think that
neccds more consideration in making ibis
arbitrary provision, which requires at
leas', twelve loads of sawn timber to be
cut for every thousand acres of land held.
The Minister must have been led into this
by some one in his department who has
g--t the bump of hopefulness as large as a
balloon; for anyone who has had practical
experience in cutting timber, excepting
perhaps he may at times have had to cut
his stick when he was not wanted in any
particular locality, will say that this pro-
vision is unworkable. Twelve loads of
tiniber per week for every thousand acres
held means 600 loads per week of sawn
timber cut on an area of 50,000 acres.
That quantity would require a plant as
large as that of the Jarrahdale Timber
Company, which holds 250,000 acres of a
timber concession, and I can assure the
House that it takes that company all it
knows to cut 600 loads per week on all
that large area& The man who drafted this
clause and thought it reasonable had better
tak". a billet as sawmill manager, and
place down a substantial deposit with his
employers so that they may be assured
ther will not lose money under his
management. I say that to put down a
plant sufficient for this output means an
expenditure, of many' thousands of
pounds; and how long is it going to take
before the lessee will have cut out his
50,000 acres at the minimum rate stated
in the clause? I make bold to say, and
other members in this House who have
had to do- with jarrak will support my
statement, that if a man had 50,000 acres,
and had to out 600 loads per week, he
must be an idiot to put down a. plant to
do it, because he would be cut out almost
before he settled down to business, and
he would be "cut out" by his banker be-
fore he had got a respectable overdraft.
There is one Point in regard to which
no provision is made in the Bill,

and that is the desirability of clear-
in-, up the waste portions of trees
after the logs have been cut and
removed. I think a clause should be
put in by which the lessee of a timber
area should take away the top and the
limbs of the trees, so as to clear up the
cutting process. When a tree has
dropped, and the log has been made and
taken away, all that the timber man cares
about is to get away from that spot as
quickly as hie can to operate somewhere
else. I believe the practice of leaving the
limbs to cumber the ground, after the lo~g
has been removed, is one so injurious to
the growth of young trees that it must
kill the idea of "once a jarrah forest
always a jarh forest," because the next
fire which may run over the locality in a
dry season will be fed by the loose limbs
lying about, and will be likely to kill the
wl.ole lot, thus preventing any young
tintber growing in the cleared spaces.
ThiP is a point which may well be consi-
dered by the Minister. The other matters
in the Bill can be dealt with in Committee.
I have to thank the Rouse for having
listened to me so patiently, and I shall
have to thank the Comm issioner of Crowvn
Lands when he has digested my speech,
which he may do in print, for I have no
doubt he has not heard it distinctly in
!his House.

Tnm PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): I purpose taking charge of this
Bill in Committee, as my hon. colleague
hIs desired me to do so ; but I should like
to say a few words in regard to it, because
I think my hon. colleague has moved the
second reading in a way that will conl-
mend the Bill to most hon. members. It
will be noticed that this is a consolidat-
in.- measure, and the greater part of it is
practically the land law of the colony at
the present time. It is divided into 13
parts; and with the exception of parts
9 and 12, all the rest is practically the law
at the present time. There will be some
alterations, some little improvements ;
but the principles of our land laws as they
exist to-day are embodied in thils measure.
Hon, members will know that I have bad
a great deal to do with the land legisla-
tion of the colony, since 1883 at any rate ;
And I may say that the present system of
alienation of Crown lands was based on
tbr land regulations of 1887, which are
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in existence at the present moment, and
which I had the pleasure and honour of
proposing to the House and carrying
through. From that time to the present,
the principle has been recognised, that no
aliknation of Crown lands shall take phee
in the colony, unles they be te-woi and
suburban lends, except on conditions of
improvements. I think that great prin-
ciple which we have established here will,
never be altered in the future; that is, if
a, person wishes to buy or lease any land on
eeL ditional. payment, he must carry out
certain improvements on it. This con,.
solidating Bill carries out that principle
to the fullest extent, and the conditional
purchase regulations as contained in the
Land Regulations of 1887 were contained
in this Bill. We have this great advan-
tage, that our land laws in the future will
be governed by statute and not, as they arc
at the present time, by regulation. That
-.ih he an advantage, besides the benefit
of having the whole. of the land legislation
ink one Act. There are alterations pro-
posed as to pastoral leases, hut they are
riot very important; at any rate, they
may be termed details. There is a. pro-
posal as to the rent to be charged. I do
inat know whether this will meet with the
approval of. hon. members; it may be
OfLU] to some exception. It is a matter
upon which there is plenty of room for
opinion, as to whether the lands should
ha assessed in regard to their distance
from a railway station or from the coast.
It seems reasonable that lands far away
in the bush and in the country should he
charged at a lesser rent than those dtose
to a port or railway station, but there arn
other considerations which come in and
whichi ha.ve an opposite effect, Lands
situated a considerable distance - away
may be very superior to lands nearerth
coast, and there may be other conditi3ms
as to occupying the land, and native
labour, which may not be obtainable in.' ar
the coast. I shall be glad to deal with
this matter in Committee, and I shall try
to meet the views of hon. members in re-
gard to it. The Governent do not re-
garrl that portion of the Bill in such a
light that it cannot be altered. We are
prepared to consider the matter with hon,
members, and see if a. better plan can he
devised than that proposed by the Coy-
erinent. I think the proposed plan is

as good as any that cam be devised, unless
wo go back to the regulations of 1887,
whlich, having been framed by myself, I
rather favour. These regulations divide
the, country into districts, and charge cer-
ta~n prices for land in those districts.
Even these regulations do not give com-
plete satisfaction, but they aire about as
satisfactory as the plan proposed in this
Bill. I may state that homestead leases
are re-proposed in this Hill, without
any alteration of consequence. I am glad
to know, and all hon. members mnust, be
glad to know, that the Homesteads Act,
which I took such an interest in, and
introduced into this House, has met with
such favour at the present time. The
"blocker system," which the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands has taken so much
interest in, may be termed a trial system.
It caries out the same principle as the
Homestea ds Act, and almost the very word-
ing of the clauses finds a place in the
Homesteads Act. Certain pieces of land
are given to labouring men-men living
by manual labour-on easy terms. It
ay strike some hon. members that the

price is high, but it must be remembered
that in many case& the land has had to be
purchased;- therefore I question whether
the high price named, X1 per acre, will
reimburse the Government for the pur-
chase of the Land. In cases where
the la-nd happens to be Crown land, I
really think that in Committee the Gov-
ernment will be disposed to make the con-
ditions. more liberal. I do not see why
we should make a working man pay 20s.
an acre for Crown, lands, when we give
the farmer his. land practically for
nothing. My friend the Commissioner
of Crown Lands, in proposing this clause,
has in his mind towns in the settled dis-
tricts of the colony, Fre mantle, Perth,
York, and Toodyay, wbere, there are no
Crown lands, and where the land has had
to be purchased by the Government. His
idea is that the Government should be re-
imibursed for the cost of the lend ; hut I
am sure he will be the first to as-
sist in giving more liberal ternas in
new towns where the Government
have not bad to purchase the land, and
where I say the improvement conditions
are all that we need insist upon. With
regard to the timber regulations, they are
of very great importance, and if I may say

[26 JULY, 1898.)Land Bill;
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so, although I may be in charge of the
Bill in Committee, I think there, too, we
shall be glad of the assistance of all those
who have had experience in dealing with
the timber industry. It is an important
matter indeed, and I think the proposals
in this Hill are on lines that will find
favour with hon. members. The details
as to the quantity of timber to be cut and
the machinery to be erected, can be
dealt with in Committee; but I am re-
sponsible to sine extent for continuing
the fixed rental rather than entering on
a system of appraisement. I must say
I have never been in favour of this sys-
tern of appraisement. We would have a
lot of officer@; there would be considerable
delays in examining the land, and those
who embarked on the industry would
scarcely know where they were. They
would not know what the rental would be,
and the game is scarcely worth the candle.
I prefer to have some fixed rental. We
should not place too much emphasis on
the mere question of rent: it is wvhat comes
out of the land, as I have always said,
that we have to think of, more than the
direct payment of rent. If we can en.
sure the lead being occupied, mills
worked, and hundreds of men employed,
the country will get more out of these than
by insisting on the mere rental. Hon,
members will notice that in clause 114
all the special timber licenses in existence
at the present time under the regulations
of 1887 come to an end at the end of this
year. It is a curious thing, but it is a
fact nevertheless, that under our present
regulat ions with regard to timber, only
annual licenses are granted. The lessee,
or licensee as he is called, at the end of
the year has no right of renewal. it is
a. very insecure tenure, I have always
thought, and although the Government
have always kept faith with the licensees
and renewed their licenses, as far as the
regulations are concerned there is nothin-'
to compel the Government to do so.
This wiln be an advantage, at the present
time, because all licenses come to an, end
without doing any injustice to owners by
clause 114, and those who hold the land
at the present time will have the oppor-
tunity of taking up a lease under the Bill.
They will then get a good tenure, I think,
for 20 years. It says not less than
one nor more than 20 years, and

it will be a very good thing for
the lessees. I do not know whether
the lessees should have a, prior right of
renewal: there is no reason why theme
should not be under certain conditions.
We hope when timber companies are es-
tablished they wvill not only cut out all the
timber on the land, but that they will take
some interest in trying to plant trees, so
that as the timber is cut out there will be
other timber conhing on in its place. The
member for the Mlurray (Nfr. George)
has referred to the Jarrahdale Timber
Company, which has a very large conces-
sion of 250,000 acres, and on which he
says no man has a. right to enter or pur-
chase land. I believe those are some-
thing like the facts of the case, and there
is no doubt it is very disadvantageous to
the country that such an immensie area
of land should be looked up from settle-
nment, and to all intents and purposes the
fee simple of it belonging to a company.
[ must say at once it was never intended
by the Governmentb of the day-it is a
long time ago--or by anyone else, that
that should be the case, and I very much
question whether it could be insisted upon.
At any rate, I think we should be doing

Ino injustice to thme lessees by miaking a

reglio by which they should not re-
ceie mrethan it was intended they

should have when the agreement was
made. I remember the agreement very
well : it provides, that the Governmenmt
should have power to sell any portion of
this land, always res~erving to the om-
panv the right to the timber. This was
construed to mean that so long as a hank-
sift tree or any other tree is growving on
the land, and if the Government sell the
land, this company can come in, in the
dead of night, or at any time, with its
jinkers, and axemen. and disturb the occu-
pant of the land, cut down his fences, and
take away that banksa tree, or commit
any other nuisance. I think that is very

Iunreasonable; and no one could charge us
with repudiation if we legislated in such
a. way as to carry out what were the in.
tentions of the parties when the agree-
ment was made. I have no sympathy
with dog-in-the-manger people, who try
to prevent settlement and wish to put a
strained construction on an agreement
wvhich was quite liberal enough for all
their purposes ; and for my part, ai said
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just now, I am quite prepared to take any
measures by which the intentions of the
(Joverument and the intentions of the
lessees should be carried out and nothing
more. As I have said, there is nothing
very new in the Bill, if you except the
timber clauses and those relating to the
bcker system ; and the blocker system
is really no great innovation. It is merely
carrying out in regard to land near towns
and on somewhat smaller areas, the prin-.
cipk, already laid down in the Home.
steada Act. Giving assistance- to the
holders of these blocks is only extending
the principle of assisting those who have
taken up homestead farms. What we
have to do is to scrutinse closely the de-
tails, as the Bill goes through Committee,
and see whether any improvements can
be made. The great principle which
underlies this Bill will be agreed to by
everyone. The *syatenm as proposed is
based on conditions which are not equal-
led, and certainly not surpassed, by any
system in, Australia. There is no system
in Australia so good, and I question
whether any system in the world is much
better. We are, I think, on the right road
in regard to land legislation.. The Bill
has for its object the occupation and culti-
vation of the soil, and sets its face against
persona who hold land for the mere pur-
pose of holding it, and who, do not im-
prove it. That is all I propose to say at
present. I can only promise members
that when we get into Committee I will he
glad, not only to, give all. the assistance I
can towards perfecting the measure, but
wmill, also be glad to consider any amend-
ments which may be proposed.

On the motion Of MR. SIMPSON, the de-
bate was adjourned until the 9th August.

RETURN: EXPORT OF COIN.

Mn. SIMPSON (Oeraldton) moved that
there be laid onl the table a return show-
ing the total value of exports. of coin, gold,
silver, and bronze, from 1st J'uly, 1897,
to 30th June, 1898. He said this wa.
merely a formal motion, asking for infor-
mation.

Tns PREMIER: There was no objec-
tion to the motion. A return as to, the
ralue of exports of gctld, silver, and bronze
had already been prepared, and he would

be able to place it on the table on the fol-
lowing day.

Question put and passed.

MOTION. CUSTOMS REPORT ((SUPPLE-
MENTARY.)

MR. SIMPSON (Geraldton) moved that
a, supplementary report to the 30th June,
1898, from the Collector of Customs, be
furnished to the Rouse at the earliest
possible moment. He said he had no
wish to trespass on the services of the
Collector of Customs, and would merely
suggeat to the Premier that the House
should, as early as convenient, have the
information asked for. He knew that to
prepare the, return would occasion some
trouble, seeing that figures had to be ob-
tained from the different port&. He would
he glad, however, if the Premier would
meet what was known to be the wish of
the House, and provide exact information
art as early a date as possible.

Tim PREMIER said he had already con-
sulted ith the Collector of Customs, who
would he able to give the figures, though
not wvithout some difficulty and extra
work, in aLbout six weeks. As -to the re-
port, however, the Collector of Customs
did not think he would be able to supply
one of any value, owing to the absence of
comparisons that were available for the
annual report. He (the Premier) had
given instructions that the information
was to be prepared as soon as possible,
when it would be submitted to the House.

Ma. SIMPSON thanked the Premier for
the way; in which the motion had been re-
ceived. His object was merely that the
information. asked for might be regarded
as supplementary to the annual report.
As a matter of fact, the figures would
amply supply all the information desired.

Question put and passed.

MOTION: COOLGARDIE GOLDFIEJLDS
WATER SUPPLY SCHEME.

TO CONSTRUCT AND MANAGE BY PRIvATE
ENTERPRISE.

Ms. LEAKE moved : -
That in order to prevent any interference with

the initiation or progress of urgent or neces-
sary public works throughout the colony, this
House is of opinion that proposals should be
invited from responsible persons or corpora-
tions willing to convey water to the eastern
goldfields, and dispose of the same, and, in

Export of Coin.
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fact, generally to carry out the Coolgard La
water scheme (except the Helena Reservoir) as
a commercial undertaking. Any such offer
should to ensure the protection of the
country's interests, be subject to the following
conditions:-1, The Government shall con-
struct and retain control of the Helena Reser-
voir and permit the contractor to take there-
from, say, 5,000,000 gallons per day. 2, The
designs prepared sad recommended by the Gov-
ermenat shall be adopted, and the works exe-
cuted subject to the supervision and approval
of the Government engineers. 3, The Pipes
shall, as far as possible, be constructed in the
colony. 4, No foreign labour shall be ein-
ployed on the works. 5, There shall be a
maximum charge for water supplied. 6, The
Government shall have power to resumne or re-
enter in case of failure or neglect to complete
the works or keep up the supply of water,, acnd
shall also have power to purchase. 7, A time
for completion shall he fixed. 8, Thu Govern-
ment shall be directly represented on the board
of management. 9, The railways shall, he
supplied at a fixed rate and may take rater.
10, Any agreement made shall be ratified by
Parliament.
He said: It will be seen that this motion
does not aim a fatal blow at the Cool-
gardie water scheme. It does not declare
that the goldfields shall not have an. ade-
quate supply of water. The real question
at the basis of this motion is a financial
one-& question which it is all-important
for us to consider at the present moment.
It will be noticed, too, that the opinions
expressed by the Government and by their
responsible advisers have been regarded.
We do, not propose to whittle away the
scheme, but to accept as the basis of dis-
cussion the recommendations which have
from time to tie been made to this
House. It is only a question ato, which
method shiall be adopted in giving effect
to the proposed scheme. I am glad to
think that this question is being discussed
upon its merits. It is on its merits that
I desire the question should be discussed.
I desire that hon. members should cast a
vote according to the honest opinion
which they entertain in regard to the
whole question. That it is not regarded as
a vote of want of confidence is evident
from the fact that the Premier did not so
state when the motion was tabled. Had
he desired to treat this as a want-or-con-
fidence motion, no doubt he would have
adopted the usual proper, parliamentary,
and constitutional course in moving the
adjournment of the House at that particu-
lar moment. I, therefore, feel the more
satisfaction when I know that on this

question members can express an honest,
individual opinion. I may say at once
that my great fear in regard to this
scheme beinlg carried out purely and
solely by the Government as a depart-
mental matter, is that we are raising up
for ourselves a, liability of no less than
£2,500,000. We a~re pledgring the credit
of the colony for an indhflnite time for
th~s enormous amount. I am impelled to
bring this matter under the consideration
of hon. members in this. particular form,
because I regard the peculiarly altered
circumstances of the colony of to-day as
compared with the condition of the colony
two years ago, in 1896, when this mat-
ter was, proposed and carried, without a
division, through the House. I would at
once remind hon. members that wuhen the
question was, before the House in 1896,
the Premier was able to stand up in his;
placee and announce that there had been
an improvement in the revenue in the year
ending 30th June, 1896, to the extent of
1732,7?54, or very nearly three-quarters of
a million. I suppose that in the circumn-
stances he was justified in taking a rosy
view of our prospects, 4lad he antici-
pated that two years hence, on June 30,
1898, he would habve been forced to an-
nounce to the country that there was a
deficit of £156,000-

Tim PasMERn: The ravenuie irs
£1,000,000 more than it was then. Don't
forget to say that.

I1. LEAKE,: It is a question of pro-
portion. It is your idea of proportion
that leads you into difficulties. You have
no idea of proportion at all.

A Mmsana: He does not know his "rule
of three."

Tux PREMIER: We have a, million more
revenue now than we had then, any way.

Ma. LEAKE: I ain going to point out
for the consideration of the House, and for
the consideration of the Premier, the al-
tered circumstances of the colony-[Tirs
PsEsast: Hear, hesr]-and I a~m justi-
fied in doing, this. Again, I say, I a-m not.
going to take ak pessimistic view of the,
country's prospect s.-[Tux PRESUs:
Hear, hearj]-Our finances are sound, and
our revenue can be made to overlap our
expenditure, and we need have no fer
at all about our financial condition.
The right hon, gentleman, in 1890
told the House that he proposed this
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scheme from a purely business point
of viex, that it was bound to pay, that
it would be a success, and that it must
be started at once. The whole re-
frain throughout his lengthy speech was
"there must be no delay," and he wvent
so far as to tell the House two, years ago
that the mines were languishing for want
of water, and that the output of gold
would be retarded unless this scheme were
carried out immediately. That was two
years ago, and now we find that the work
has not yet practically been commenced.
What, then, becomes of the argument of
urgency which was made in 1896, when
it was declared that the mines were lan-
guishing, and when one hon. member, I
think it wvas the member for West Kim-
berley, went so, far as to assert that the
colony would be bankrupt-[MR. A. FOR-
REST: So it will]--if this scheme were
not put forward at once, flow art
these arguments refuted? We have
not only gone on two years, but
we have gone on very well, and I say that
our financial position is still sound, and
it is absurd for anyone in the position of
the member for West Kimberley to de-
clara that this country will be on the
verge of bankruptcy if this scheme is not
carried through.

MA. A. ForuSTa: So it will be.
*MR. LE.AKLE: It is a mad thing for the

hon. member to say that.
MR. A. Fonas': I know what I am

talking about.
MR. LEAKE: Another great argu-

ment which was advanced in support of
the suggestion that the, concern would be
payable, was that it wvas proposed to sell
the water to the people on the goldfields
at the rate of s. 6id. per thousand gallons.
That calculation was based on the popu-
lation estimate, and it assumed that five
million gallons of water would be taken
for each day of the year. The population
of the colony for the year ending June
301h, 1896, had increased, as compared
with the population of the preceding year,
at the rate of 35 per cent. The increase
of the population for the year ending
June 30th, 1898, as compared with the
previous year, does not amount to more
than 10 per cent.

ThE PREMIER: That is for want of this
water.

Ma. LEAKE: I must ask for leave to
adjourn the debate to consider these in-
terjeutions, they are so astonishing. I
do ask the Premier to be serious.

THD PREMER: I am serious.
MR. LEAKE: I must. say it is not often

the right hon. gentleman attempts to
throw ridicule on any motion before the
House, and he will not succeed upon this
occasion. Five million gallons a day was
hused on an estimate of a population
of 70,000 to 100,000 people, in addi-
tion to which there were to be 6,000
stamps. Now, at what rate did the Pre-
mier expect that the population would in-
cremse in order to get this 70,000 to
100,000 people to consume the water?
Possibly at the rate of 35 per cent. But
his estimates, as; we know, have been
altogether falsified by the actual con-
ditions of to-day. He estimated-or
rat-her it was not an estimate, but an as-
sertion-he asserted that in the near
future he would have these 70,000 to
100,000 people on the fields, and more-
over that the traffic upon the railways
would be four times what it was in 1896.
Well, instead of the traffic increasing and
quadrupling in the way suggested, we
have now the unfortunate admission by
the Commissioner of Railways that these
goldfields lines are not paying.

THE ConnISSIONnU OF RAiLWAYS: I did
not say that the traffic was not increas-
ing.

MR. LF.AKE: At any rate, all th's
beairs out my assertion that the condition
of the colony have altered, and that altera-
tion has not been for the better.

TaE PRanit: Oh, yes.
Ma. LEAKE: If figures tell us an;

thing.
Tax PREmIER: Give us some comipwn-

tive statements as to the revenue and ex-
penditure.

Ma. LEAKE: I am going to conduct
my argument in my own way. I wvill
give one illustration. It is a homely one.
There is a deficiency of £ 186,000. There
was nothing more real in that 1896 argu-
ment than airy assertion. Anyone who
takes the trouble to read the right bon.
gentlemans speech of 1896 will see how
positive the Government of the day were
on this matter. Here is another instt ne
parallel with the, one the Premier asked
for. He estimated that the population
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after three years from July, 1896, would
be 250,000. How far has that estimate
been borne out?

THE Pn~mIER: We hope it wvill be.
Mn. LEAKE: You can hope against

hope. What man in this House will say
that there is any ohance of our popula-
tion being 250,0-90 this time next year?
And it was upon that basis that the right
hon. gentleman brought forward and car-
ried this scheme, when everybody was
blinded by the prosperity and success of
the colony. Those who pointed out the
necessity for caution were sneered at,
and called traitors and croakers. They were
called men who -had no confidence what-
ever in either the stability or the pros-
pets of the country.

Tim Pnrnnnn: They did not divide the
ilcuse, at any rate.

ME. LEAKE: I know they did not.
Basing his estimate on the expectation
that there would be a& population of
260,000 people in this colony in three
years, the Premier was able to, announce
-not to argue, but to assert-that the
Government could borrow all that was
necessary without increasing the indebted-
nesa of the colony beyond £37 per head.
Has that been borne out? The indebted-
ness of the colony is nearly £60,000 per
head.

THE Panam: How many more thou-
sands per head?

MR. LEAKE: I have been so accus-
tomed to deal with high figures that I
slipped in my statement. The indebted-
ness of the colony, I say, is nearly £60
per head.

THE PREmiER: I do not think you are
right. I suppose you are taking into
consideration that we have spent all that
we were authorised to spend. There is
no use in misleading the colony.

MR. LEAKE: You are the Treasurer.
What is our actual indebtedness I

THE Pnrnmm: I will tell you that by-
and-by.

MR. LEAXE: You told the House in
1896 you would not increase the in-
debtedness beyond £37 per heal1. We
were to borrow at once when n;dney Was

cheap, when our credit was good, and
when we were able to raise money at a
cheaper rate than any other colony.

'THE PwRsE: We awe raising it cheaper
now than ever we did before.

ifs. LEAKE: The statement was that
we could raise money cheaper than any
other colony. What about having to go
into the highways and byways of finance,
having to go to the A.MP. Society, and
elsewhere, and having to come down here
with special legislation last year for the
authorityto anticipateloansi That does
not look as if we could borrow money
cheaper than any other colony, or that
our credit was good.

THm PnEmn: We have done very well.
Ala LEAKE: Again, I assert that I

am putting this forward in no way with
the view of discouraging the country as

agoing concern, but I do say that, if
these facts and figures had been before
thec House in 1896, the Premier would
nor have got his water scheme through
rhe House as he did. Is there any mem-
iuer opposite who will refute that proposi-
tion, and it is a fair argument?

THE PRMIXR: What are you going to
do?

MR. LEAKE: This irritability en the
part of the Premier is positively annoy-
incg to me. It almost puts wec off iay
guard. I must again ask the Premier to
treat this matter as if it wvere one of some
interest, if not to the members of the
House, at any rate to their constituents.
In my opinion the condition of the country
to-day does not bear out the bombast of
the Premier's speech in 1896. That is
really what it comes to. He told us then
that the mine were languishing for
want of water, that the output would be
retarded, and the mines shut up unless
this scheme were at one proceeded with.
The picture of depression and ruin which
the Premier drew as likely to happen to
this colony if this work was not proceeded
with, not within two, years, but within
two months, was simply appalling; and
yet we find that, notwithstanding what
the Premier said, the mines have water,
the output has increased, and wye are in
the magnificent position of being at the
head of the colonies so far as gold pro-
duction is ccdncerned. I congratulate

the country upon that fact: it is a great
attainment.

Taz PREMIER: Congratulate the Goy-
ernmient.

Ma. LEAKE: Nothwithstanding this
alleged want of water, our mines have
forced themselves into the splendid posi-



Goldfilds Water Scheme. [26 JULY, 1898.] B rvt nepie 4

tion which they occupy to-day. Only a
short time ago--within the lst fortnight
or three weeks--I was talking to one of
the leading men on the fields, and he de-
clared that so fax as the mines were con-
cerned-the Kalgoorlie mines, at say
rate-this water scheme was not a neces-
sity.

MR. MORAN: Who was heI I say it is
not true.

AIR. LEAKE: How do the people up
there gret the gold, if they have not suffi-
cient, water? The gentleman to whom 1
refer also informed me that the price
would have to be certainly nearer 10s.
per 1,000 than 3g. 6d. per 1,000 gallons,
in order to make the scheme pay.

THE Fasuizn: Does your company
charge lOs.?

Mn. 'LEAKE: My compamy?
VTam Pnmnan: The company you advo-

cate.
MR. LEAKE: I am not advocating any

company.
Tha PnRnin: The private company.
MR. LEAKE: I should certainly say

that Parliament would have to fix a price
which would be nearer £1 than 3s, 6d.
It would be interesting to know, so far as
this question of pumping is concerned,
how much it costs the Metropolitan Water
Works Board to pump the water from
the artesian bore up to the .summnit of
Mount Eliza.

Mn. GEORGE: They have only got a.
squirt there.

Mit. LEAKE: Three shillings and six-
pence per thousand does not leave a suffi-
cient margin. We know, at any rate,
that private enterprise has brought salt
water into, Caolgardie, and, if the recently
published reports are correct, we know
that that company is not making a great
amount out of the undertaking. I believe
syndicates have endeavoured to, supply
the mines of Kalgoorlie with water, but
for some reason or other it is not used.
There is; no doubt that, to make this
schemie pay, the basis which was taken
by the Government in 1896 must he an
established fact. A supply of 5,000,000
grallons for every day in the year must be
guaranteed. That amount of water must
not only be taken1, hut it must be paid
for, and there is nothing hut the Premier's
word at the present moment to show that
that condition will obtain.

Tax PRnmwn: Central Caolgardio will
take it all.

MR. LEAKE: When you have taken,
the water there, and have tried to charge
Us 6d. for it, I do not hesitate to say that
the mining members representing those
goldfields will bring sufficient pressure to
bear on the Govenm ent to induce them
to reduce the price, and ultimately they
will not be satisfied till they get the water
-for nothing. There is no proposal here
to levy a compulsory rate, and the Govern-
ment, therefore, cannot protect them-
selves. These are soine of the difficulties
that have to be faced. I maintain tuat
the only chance of making this scheme
a, suocess is to allowv it to be carried out
by private enterprise. A private com-
pany can. go into the market, and do
things which the Government could not
do.- If a company were supported by at
guarantee from the Government, there is
no doubt they would be able to obtain the
necessary capital, and thus save the
£2,500,000 which it is proposed by the
Government to, expend, and enable thle
Government to divert the whole of that
amount into other and more legitimate
chabmels, for instanmce, to forward the
public works policy to which the colony
is more or less committed.

TITE PEnER: What is that?
MR. LEAliE: From the time that Re-

sponsible, Government has been intro-
duced into this colony we have always
had before us the possibility of the con-
struction of urgent and important public
works. We nover know when the ur-
gTency for these works may not arise. I
may refer to the necessity of developing
the back country by means cvf railways.
These are the works we should consider
"a of paramount importanue. )At very

seldom happens that an objection is mnade
to the construction of railways, if it cani
be shon that the circumstances justify
that course, that the financial position of
the colony is sufficiently satisfactory, and
that the railways proposed to be, con-
sitructed would probably pay. I will shbow
bowr the promoters-I use the word "pro-
moters," although it is not a very safe
termi-could work this scheme through0,
and get certain guarantees, which the
Government could not obtain. We know
there are working on, the go]ldfieldsasereralI
big companies-Exploration Companies
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they call them-who own some of the best
mines. Now, a promoter of a. private
company entrusted with the carrying out
of this scheme would immediately go to
these companies and say, "You require
fresh water for your mines at Coelgardie
or Kialgoorlie. How much of that water
will you guarantee to take? Row many
thousand gallons per day, or bow many
shares in this proposed new company
will you underwritel" If there is that
necessity for the water which the Premier
declares there i%~ then & liberal response
might be expected from that group of
big companies. On the other hand, if
there is no liberal response from these
companies, the inference is either that
the water is not wanted, or tha~t it would
not 'pay. Now, the Governnment. can-
not go into the market and ob-
tain from such a group of w*in-
panties that necessary guarantee to insure
the purchase of a proper supply of water;
the Government cannot, therefore, guar-
antee to this House that 5,000,000 gal-
lam per day will be taken at 3s. 6d. per
thousand.

THE PREIER: What about the peo-
ple there? Don't they wvant water?1

MR. LEAKtE: Yes, certainly. And
would not they get it, and would not the
big companies also supply themselves and
be paid for what they supplied the people
with? And herein lies one of the
most important aspects of this very
important case, and when you tell
rue that, if it would pay a pri-
Vate company to carry out this
scheme, it would surely pay the Govern-
ment, I meet that argument by declaring
that the Government are not in the samie
position as a private company. They
cannot give a guarantee that the water
will be obtained, and when obtained paid
for.

flIE Pazmikmt: We can get money
cheaper than they can.

MR. LEASE: That does not matter,
for the company will not mind how much
interest they have to pay for the money
if they can see a. considerable profit over
and above their expenditure. There is
another question which seems to me to
have a very important bearing on this
matter, and which shows that at any rate
the Government are forced to admit that
this is a work which is outsiae the ordi-

nary scope of their undertakings. We
know that when wre borrow money, as a
rule, we provide a, sinking fund of I per
cent, per annum ; but so exceptional is
this undertaking that the Governnmc',t
find it necessary to provide for a siak~ng
fund of 3 ver cent., viz., £76,000 per year
on the £92,500,000. When we conme to
consider that the total annual cost woi~d
be £320,000, we see at once that we a-re
not dealing with a matter of small mu-
eat, and we have to see that this
£320,000 is paid hack. The only way
we can do that is by supplying 5,000,000
g allons a, day at 3s. 6d. per thousand gal-
tons, and when we consider that this cal-
eulation. was based on the estimate that
the p~opulation of the goldfields would be
70,000 to 100,000, and, in addition to
that, that there would be 6,000 stamps
going, I ask bon. members to pause, and
to compare the conditions of to-day with
that assumption. Now surely I have said
enough to convince hon. members that I
am not putting this matter forward in
any factious spirit. It. cannot be said
that I have any particular personal ends
to serve. It cannot be said that I have
any particular ends to serve.

Tus PREMIER: Why did you not move
this Motion last year-in 18971

ME. LEASE : The circumistainces of
the country have altered still more. You
kro'v perfectly wveil I was against this last
year. I have really taken the same line
of argumient Row as I took last year. I
said, assuming we should have this water
supply for the goldfields, I am prepared
to give it; but it is still a question whe-
ther the Governmnent should carry it out,
or whether it should be carried out by
private individuals. I declared then in
favour of private enterprise ; and I ami
now in favour of private enterprise; and
I amn using, a stronger line of argumient now
because of the altered conditions. The
trade was in a lbetter position in 1896-
the trade in Europe. I cannot say for
certain what the condition of the iron
market is to-day-whether we shall be
able to get pipes cheaper to-day than in
1896 - but we know this, that the exist-
ing war between the United States of
America and Spain has undoubtedly up-
set the commercial equilibrium in Europe.
We0 should s~urely hesitate before we re-
gard this question from the same favour-
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able point of view that we did then. 1
ask the most ardent supporters of this
scheme whether it is not better to as-
sume a little caution; and, if we can-
not live always in boom times, we
must be prepared for a rainy day. A
good deal has been said in one section of
the press about this matter;3 and I comi-
mand for the consideration of hon. seem-
bers-particularly to the hon. member
for West Kinmberley (Mr. A. Forrest)-
the articles which have appeared in his
newspaper, the Morning Herald, on this
subject; and, if he will be guided in his
political destinies as accurately as he
seeks to guide the destinies of that jour-
na, I think the country will benefit, al-
though the hon. member may suffer. The
Morninag Herald is opposed to the con-
struction of this scheme, and has
poin~ted cut very forcibly and very
clearly many of the arguments which I
have thought fit to adopt this evening;
and I give that journal credit-in fact I
acknowledge with thanks--many of the
points which I have taken to-night as be-
longing to the editor of that journal. We
should not disregard altogether the feel-
ings of the public as expressed in tne
Press. We know perfectly well that the
Government scheme is the pet scheme of
the West Aust-alian. We know per-
fectly well that the West Australian
hatched that scheme; and at the same
time that paper was able to persuade the
Premier and the Engineer-in-Chief of its
necessity. Once having persuaded them,
that paper very adroitly fixed them, and
they are fixed to-day. This is the West
Australian's scheme that we are discuss-
ig to-night.

Tha PREMIER: That is all right.
Ma. LEAKE: It is; all right. I am not

very far wrong.
Tins PREMIER: Yours is the Morning

Herald scheme.
MR. LEAKE: Yes. Mine is the ill am-

ing Herald scheme. Quite right. If you
compare the arguments and articles in
both papers you will see that, for once, I
am on the right side. I would refer more
specifically to the conditions which are
set fort h in, my mnotion. In the first in-
stance, there is no attempt made to cur-
tail thc Government work, or to, interfere
w-ith the legitimate progress of what is
in inmmediate contemplation. The Govern-

ment have announced that they have com-
menced, within the last few days, the
Helena Reservoir;j and this, motion, in no
way interferes with that. It tells the
Government: We are willing that you
should complete that reservoir, and keep
the control of the water which it will im-
pound. Having impounded that water,
however, the motion says that any private
company, prepared to pump water to the
goldfields, may have an adequate supply
of five millions of gallons daily from that
particular place.

Mn. MosuxL: Is there a. guarantee of
five millions?

MR. LEAKE: We mioreover say that
the designs whichi have been prepared and
recommended by the Government shall
he adopted, and the w~orks executed, sub-
ject to the supervision of the Government
engineer.

THx PREMER: It will take over a, year
to get these ready.

Ma. LEAkKE: Rave you not prepared
them yet?

THx PanEna:R Not a of them.
A. LEAKFr: Have we to wait another

year?
Tax PanmanR: The Government wid

not. It would take over a year, to pre-
pare plans for a. contractor.

MIR. LEAKE: This is something I wax
not prepared for. How can you get on
if the specifications are not readyI Are
you going to start a work of this magni-
tude without having the plans and speci-
fications ready? Are we to believe our
earsl This work, which was to have been
commenced twvo years ago, is to be still
further delayed for another- twelve
months?

Twa REMIER: Not at all.
Ma. LEAKE: Any company that might

he found to carry out the work wduld be
in. full swing long before that.

THx FREMIxR: How long would it take
to float itI

MR. LEAKE : If the right hon. gen-
tleman took. it in hand himself he could
float it in a week. I do not say that as
banter; I would give the hon. gentleman
the chance with a, Government guar-
antee; and wvith all his influence and en-
thusiasmn and belief in this work he could
show to any private company that it was
not only a. practical but a. paying schemo,
and he could pledge his personality on it.
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THE PREMIER: flow much plunder I
MR. LEAiKE: I did not say a word

about plunder. We know that the Pre-
mier's integrity is such that he would
take nothing.

Tn PREMIER: ItisnotDme.
MR. LEAKE: I would give you control

of it, and you could distribute any plun-
der you wished. We know that these
things are not done without commission.

Tim PRExuER: No.
MR. LEASE: Anyone would believe

we do not pay commisaion on the flotation
of our loansl What about the plunder
then?

Tnn PREMIER: There is very little in-
deed I

MR. LEAXE: Who gets it but the
banks?

THE Pnnumna: Only one per cent.
covers the whole of the expenses.

MR. GEORGE: What about the plunder
in the purchase of our stores?

MR. LEAKE: Thanks for the inter-
ruption, but I will not follow up the line
indicated by the hon. member. I say
here what will be the plunder if the
Government carry out this work? What
about the plunder caused by the amount
of "palm oil" necessary for the supervisors?
If half I hear is true, the amount that is
made by some people out of the Govern-
ment works on the goldfields at the pro-
sent moment is astonishing. If it comes
to plunder, you must not think the Gov-
etnment cannot be plundered. Our
every-day experience has shown us that
the Government is a milch cow for every-
body.

MR. GEORGE: For the lawyers.
MR. LEAKE: Yes, for the lawyers.

The hon. member may not be very far
wrong there. If we talk about plunder
there is no easier victim than the Govern-
ment. What was pointed out by the hon.
member for East Fremantle the other
day about the Fremantle harbour wvorks2
That was suggestive of plunder. When
you are plundered by the promoters of a
public company, you are plundered with
your eyes open. You know what you
are paying away exactly. Moreover,
they do not plunder the country-they
plunder somehr dy else. Tbey may plun-
der the British public. Will the British
public submit? Plunder, it it is paid at
all, is obtained not from the colony, but

from the public. All we say is this-
wve want this scheme, we want the water
supply to the goldields at a sum not
exceeding that which the House chooses
to agree to; and what matters it if the
company is prepared to pay a good divi-
dendI It is to the advantage of the com-
munity that foreign capital should come
in through some other channel than
thiough the Treasury. We know too
that private systems of distribution are
far better than those of the Public Works
Department. Then again we suggest
that the pipes, as far as possible, should
be constructed within the colony.

Mn. ILLINOWoaRT: That has been all
arranged.

MR. LEAKE< That is followving out the
suggestion that has been made by the
Government. It is suggested then that
there may be plunder over the pipes, but
in the plunder argument it is just as well
to bear in mind that it is proposed by the
Government that the pipes should be con-
structed. at Midland Junction. I ask the
House to affinn it, and say that Midland
Junction is a fit and proper place at which
to construct them. It is a convenient
spot: there is the ground available, wvork-
shops can be established there, and it will
undoubtedly be to the benefit of the
country that the work should be done
there. There is no idea of attempting
to defeat that portion of the scheme.
Then, it is suggested that no foreign labour
should be employed on the works. That
speaks for itself: there is no reason to
enlarge upon that point. Then, there is
a most essential provision, tbat a. maxi-
mumi charge for water supply should be
fixed. I confess to, the House that it
w-ould be impossible to get this scheme
taken up by any reasonable man or body
of men for three shillings and sixpence
per thousand gallons.

DIE PREmxs: How much, then?
M. LEAKE: I put it at over double.
Ma. SIMPSON: At the Broken Hill price,

ten shillings.
MR. LEAKE: The company would

base its estimate as the Premier has based
his, on the population of the fields. It is
possible that there will be an increase
in the number of stampers actually em-
ployed at the present time. Tbere are
many other ways in which the Govern-
meat can protect themselves, and -arti-



Ootdfields Water Scheme: [26 JULY, 1898.] By Private Enterprise. 65

cularly in an, enterprise of this jnature
should they he careful to protect them-
selves by retaining the right of purchase,
and the right of entry, which is contein-
plated in the motion. The great argu-
mnent which has always been thrust against
the Government when the question of pri-
vate enterprise, especially in regard to
land-grant railways, has cropped up, has
been that the Government wvere never
adequately protected by a, purchase clause.
The Government in such matters give the
company the whip hand, which the com-
pany hold up to the last moment The
only experience, of private enterprise on
a, large scae has been that of the two
land-grant railways to Geraldton dnd Al-
bany. But is there any person who can
say that the Great Southern Railway has
not conferred inestimable benefits on the
countryI Where should we have been at
the time of the rush of the population to
the goldfieldls, had it not been for the faci-
lities of traffic afforded to the public by
this important wvork? The other conditions
laid down in the motion are the ordinary
or usual conditions in a contract such as
is contemplated, except that orovision is
made that, in any event, the Government
railways shall have the right to take water
at a. fixed rate. On thifi question of rail-
way water supply, we find justification
for a, Government guarantee. If the rail -
ways were extended as proposed, the water
for those railways would cost upwards of
£,100,000 a year; and a three-and-arhaif
per centi. guarantee on £2,500,000 is
only 435,000 a, year. The, Govern-
ment could realy protect them-
selves by saying they wvould take it
out in water. The Government become the
purchaser of a certain fixed quantity, and
therein lies one of the great advantages,
as I pointed out before, that a private
company would have over the Govern-
ment. The, company could go into the
narket and could assure themselves by
guarantees that they would have a, cer-
taiii fixed income. I have endeavoured
to place my arguments before the House
without any unnecessary gilding. Again I
ask hon. members to believe that I am
guided by fair and proper motives when
I say I do, not think that our financial
position, in view of the possible necessity
for other nublio works, justifies us in, am
it were, placing all our eggs in one basket,

I and launching forth on this big liabiflity
of not only £C2,500,000, but of possible
loss on the outlay. I have shown, I
think, clearly that the conditions of the
colony to-day are altered, and do not
jurtify us ink saying that we are in a posi-
tion to do what wve thought might have
been done in 1896. Again I express the
satisfaction I have in thinking that hon.
members will be able to vote upon this
question, upon its merits, and that we
shall not be hampered with the trouble
of a motion, of want of confidence.

Tim Pnsxixn: You will say it is one-
Ma. LEAKE: Whether I will or not, I

bring it forward in the interests of the
country.

Tax Pnnsuxn: As a party move.
* Ma. LEAKE: I feel so strongly on
th, is subject that I make public announce-
ment that if the Premier will give me his
personal assurance, that he will take a
genuino vote on this question from miem-
bers of the House, I will not, in the event

*of its being carried, take advantage of the
motion as one of wvant of confidence.

THE PRsEnE: Reverse our policy, and
you will be magnanimous!

MR. LEAKS: I feel so strongly on
this question that I will not imperilt the
position of the Government in the event
of an adverse vote against the Govern-
ment.

.ThE PRamrea: You know you are only
in a minority.

Ma. LEAKE: Will you accept; the
challenge? Will you. allow, memrbers on
the Government side of the, House to vote
as they way, without being told that their
voting against -you will turn yon~ out of
office? Will you say that you will not
put the lash on us as you have done. on
other occasionsl

THn Fiwnisa: You are very generous.
Mn. LEAKS: Generous or ungenerous,

I make the public statement, and if you
think fit to fight the question on its merits,
we will rely on fair argumnent and not on
party tactics.

Tax PREMIER: Oh, we know you[I
beg to move, the adjournment of .the de-
bate until to-morrow.

Put and passed, and the debate ad-
journed accordingly.
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ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.8 p.m. until

the next day.

Wednesday, 271h July, 1898.

Petition: Early Closing Bill-Retur ordered:
Cash Receipts for the Colony-Supply
(Revenue and Loans) Bill,. £850,000; see-
and reading and remaining stages-Pe-
vention of Crimes Bill: in Committee, Divi-
sion on Clause 2-Public Education Bill,
first reading-EarlyT Closing (Shops) Bill,
in Committee, Division on reporting pro-
grss (clause 1)-Rivers Pollution Bill, in
Committee, clause 2-Bankruptcy Act

Amendment Bill, second reading-Inter-
pretation Bill, second reading ; referred to
Select Committee-Crown Suits Bill. sec-
ond reading; referred to Select Committee
--Shipping Casualties Inquiry Bill ee-
ond reading ; referred to Select Committee
-Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 4.30

o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PETITION: EARLY CLOSING BILL.
RONx. A. G1. JENKINS presented a peti-

tion from employers and employees in the
town of Coolgardie, in support of the
Early Closing (Shops) Bill, noor before the
House.

Petition received.

{e,'URN: CASH RECETITS FOR I HE
COLONY.

HoNv. F. M. STONE moved "that a re-
turn be laid on. the table of the House
showing the actual cash receipts for the
colony from the lst July, 1897, to .30th
June, 1898." He said his object in making
this motion was that the House should be
placed in possession of the particulars of

"'hat cash was actually received in -Lhe
colony during the financial year. Hle
understood that the revenue was now
made up of cash receipts, and what were
called receipts from railways and other
branches of the Government, in this way,
that one department might get a case of
books from Fremnantle; that department
then went to the Treasury, got the mnoney,
and aid the Railway Department, which
in turn paid the money againi into the
Treasury. It was taking money out of
one pocket and putting it into the other.
He wanted to know the actual cash the
colony received, so that wve might he in
the position of knowing what the Trea-
surer really had to expend.

THE COLONIAL, SECRETARY (Rion.
G. Randell) said he did not know that the
hon mnember would get exactly what he
desired in the terms of the motion, be-
cause he understood that all receipts
would be treated As cash receipts.

Hoy. F. M. STONE said he had ex-
plained what he wanted so that, the Colo-
nial Secretary would understand the
motion

TIDE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member would please say what he
did want in the motion.

HoN . J.' W. HACKETT: The Govern-
meat would only give what was asked for.

HoN. F. M. STONE sad he wanted the
actual cash receipts.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY (REVENUE AND LOANS,_) B-I,
P850,000.

SECOND READING, ETC.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randall), in moving the second reading,
said: It is hardly necessary for mc to
make mnany remarks on this measure. A
Hill of this nature has constantly been
broughlt down to this House from the
Legislative Assembly, granting supplies
for the carrying on of the business of the
country, pending the passing of the Esti-
mates. The sum of £850,000 is asked for
by this Bill, which. has just been brought
down, from the Legislative Assembly. I
trust hem. members will not object to the
passing of the measure, as it is absolutely
necessary in the interests of the public
service that it should be passed.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.


